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VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
380

Over
people participated in the Virginia
Main Street community engagement either
through pop-up discussions at the Virginia
Shopping Centre, community workshops at
the Virginia Institute Park, school workshop
at Virginia Primary School or responded to a
community engagement survey.
A summary of the key themes and comments on
the Main Street upgrade across all engagement
activities are summarised in this section.

VISION
When the community was asked about the
vision/character they had in mind for the street,
the top responses in descending order were:
1. Family friendly
2. Contemporary and modern street
3. Old town feel
4. Country main street
5. Safe and easy to access.
What was observed from the pop-up sessions,
workshops and surveys is that there are
different views about the future character of
the street. Some people were keen for an old
town and country main street feel, while other
residents, particularly residents with young
children, were keen to see the street being more
family friendly with a modern feel.

STREET UPGRADE PRIORITIES
The top 5 priorities for the Main Street Upgrade
were:
1. Provide for safer traffic movements
2. Install safe pedestrian crossing(s)
3. Improve appearance and usage of the space
to the north of Australia Post
4. Remove existing trees and plant new
5. Landscape the street with shrubs and plants.

WALKING AND CYCLING
IMPROVEMENTS
The top suggestions put forward to improve
walking and cycling along the Main Street were:
•
•
•
•

Improved footpaths
Additional pedestrian crossings
Trees and landscaping
Bike lanes (noting that there were opposing
views about the need for these).

The majority of comments were about wanting
better footpaths along the Main Street. There
were also a number of comments indicating
preference for footpaths to be extended beyond
the project scope area along Old Port Wakefield
Road, as well as along Sheedy Road.
A number of people also indicated support for
bike lanes along the Main Street as part of the
survey feedback, however bike facilities were
mentioned to a much a lesser extent during the
iii
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pop-up sessions and community workshops.
A number of comments were also made that
the current Bottle trees needed to be removed
or replaced as they were currently impacting
on both the width of the footpath, as well as the
footpath condition.

The majority of comments supported the
replacement and relocation of the Bottle trees,
with a preference for improved trees and lowlevel landscaping using trees and plants that are
low maintenance.

TRAFFIC MOVEMENT AND
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS

There were also a number of comments about
adding more colour to the street through
plantings or street art. Street art was generally
supported, with a preference for art that is
reflective of the area. However, some mixed
views about the need for public art were also
received.

The top suggestions put forward to improve
traffic movement and parking along the Main
Street were:
• Sheedy Road and Old Port Wakefield Road
intersection
• On-street parking
• Park Road and Old Port Wakefield Road
intersection
• Off-street parking
Safety concerns at Sheedy Road and Old Port
Wakefield Road intersection was a prominent
concern raised throughout the consultation
process, as well as at Park Road and Old Port
Wakefield Road intersection (however to a
lesser extent). A number of comments were
made about upgrading the intersections to
improve the alignment and reduce driver
confusion, such as through the introduction of
a roundabout or signalisation.
The second highest number of comments was
in relation to on-street parking. The majority
of comments were about improving parking
delineation, adding more parks and adding
time limits. There was also a number comments
made in relation to improving the in-formal offstreet car park north of the Australia Post office.

APPEARANCE AND
LANDSCAPING
IMPROVEMENTS
The top suggestions put forward to improve the
appearance and landscaping along the Main
Street were:
• Trees and landscaping
• Improved footpaths
• Street aesthetics
iv

• Street art.

VIRGINIA INSTITUTE PARK
IMPROVEMENTS
The top suggestions put forward to improve
Virginia Institute Park were:
• Stormwater drainage
• Play spaces for children
• BBQ facilities
• Seating
Fixing the stormwater and flooding issues was
seen as the most important improvement.
This was followed by making the park more
attractive for more people to stay and interact,
with a high number of suggestions for the park
to include a play space for children, BBQ facilities
and more seating.
It was also evident from the school workshop
that the students wanted better local activities
and attractions within the park.
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The undergrounding of the overhead power
lines was recognised as a significant element of
the street upgrade ,and the development of the
Virginia Institute Park was identified as another
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The upgrade project responds to the directions
identified in the ‘Virginia Blueprint’ - and urban
design framework that was finalised in 2010. This
work was informed by feedback from the local
Virginia community and identified the upgrade
of the main street as a key project to “enhance
the town centre as the central meeting place for
shopping, services, and socialising”.
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The upgrade project will serve a growing local
population and support main street businesses
as a key service hub in the region.

INIA

The project’s key aims are to:
• Improve the appearance and function of the
street
• Address issues associated with the street’s
footpaths and drainage
• Create a safer and welcoming environment
for the community.
The project area is Old Port Wakefield Road
between the Virginia Oval entrance and
Sheedy/Penfield Roads intersection and
includes the Virginia Institute Park (see figure to
the right).
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The City of Playford is planning to upgrade
Virginia’s Main Street to create a welcoming
space for residents, businesses and visitors.
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key project with an aim to “revitalise the park
as a central space for community activities and
outdoor recreation that attracts people of all
ages and adds to main street activity and town
character”.
The first stage of the Virginia Main Street project
involved an initial community engagement
phase, where Virginia residents were able
to have their say on the key issues and
opportunities, provide feedback on the vision
for the street,as well as the design of the Virginia
Institute Park.
This report details the engagement activities
undertaken and the feedback received.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES FOR
VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE PROJECT
To support the development of the Virginia
Main Street Upgrade project, the following
engagement activities have been developed
and delivered:
• Informing community about consultation
• Pop-up discussions
• Engagement surveys
• Community workshops
• Virginia Primary School workshop

INFORMING COMMUNITY
ABOUT CONSULTATION
• A mail-out consisting of an information flyer
and hardcopy survey were posted between
7 and 8 August to Playford property owners
in Virginia, Buckland Park, Penfield Gardens
and Waterloo Corner. (Note that it was not
possible to mail out directly to households
as Australia Post does not deliver to rural
properties. This means that people renting
(not owning) properties would not have
received the mail out).
• A project page on Council’s Engagement Hub
website was published that provided (and will
continue to provide) all relevant information
on the project.

• Consultation notices were published in the
Bunyip released on 7 August 2019 and in Two
Well Echo released on 4 August 2019, as these
papers have a local catchment.
• A follow up article reminding the community
about the survey closing date also appeared
in the in the Bunyip on 11 September 2019.
• Information was posted on Council’s
Facebook page and the Northern Adelaide
Plains Cluster Facebook page.
• Main Street traders were visited and
provided with a copy of the project
information flyer. This was to ensure that
traders were aware of the project as many
would not be property owners and would not
have received the mail out. Visits to traders
occurred between 15 and 19 August 2019.
• 9 stickers were stuck on the footpath along
the Main Street on 23 August 2019 directing
people to the Engagement Hub website for
further information on consultation.
• A poster and Intro flyers were left at Hortex;
and the Virginia Institute displayed a poster
on their notice board and project information
flyers and surveys were left for groups.

ENGAGEMENT PARTICIPATION

380

people participated in
engagement activities

2

+

219
112
52

people
completed a
survey
people stopped to speak
with interviewers during
the pop-up sessions
people
attended
workshops
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POP-UP DISCUSSIONS
Two pop-up discussion sessions were carried out
at Virginia Shopping Centre, one of the busiest
locations in Virginia on 15 and 17 August 2019.

ENGAGEMENT SURVEYS
An engagement survey was developed seeking
community views on the key issues, priorities
and opportunities for the Main Street. A
hardcopy of the survey with reply-paid envelope
was included in the mail out to property owners
and an electronic version was provided on the
project page on Council’s Engagement Hub
website.

VIRGINIA PRIMARY SCHOOL
WORKSHOP
A workshop with the Virginia Primary School
students was held on 4 September 2019,
ensuring the design captured the views and
creative ideas of the children in the area.
The approach to each of these engagement
activities and the feedback received are detailed
in the following sections.

COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
Three community design workshops were
held inviting local residents, local businesses
and Elected Members to participate and get
involved in the design of the main street. The
workshops were held at the Institute Building on
29 August, 31 August and 2 September 2019.

3
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POP-UP
DISCUSSIONS
APPROACH
Two pop-up engagement sessions were carried
out at Virginia Shopping Centre, one of the
busiest locations in Virginia.
The pop-up set up included the City of Playford
banner and a sign ‘Virginia Main Street upgrade:
Tell us what you would like to see’.
Pop-up engagement sessions were conducted
on:
• Thursday 15 August 2019, 12 noon to 2 pm and
• Saturday 17 August 2019, 12.30 to 3 pm.
During these times, two Intermethod
engagement facilitators approached shoppers
with a request to answer the following questions:
• What considerations should form part of the
vision for the Main Street?
• What are the street issues that need to be
resolved?
• What improvements or new street features
would you like to see?
In addition, respondents were asked the post
code where they lived. Respondents’ age group
(estimated) and gender were also recorded.
4

On Thursday 15 August 2019, Councillor Jane
Onuzans also facilitated the engagement.
The pop-up discussions:
• Created presence/awareness of the
engagement in the public domain
• Generated genuine and fast responses from
a broad range of typical users
• Gathered initial comments that can be
presented during in-depth workshops
conducted later in the engagement process
• Provided an opportunity for Councillor
involvement.
All comments received were grouped into
families of considerations, for the ease of
feedback presentation. The responses are
included in this section in full and analysed with
respect to their groupings.
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Sample size
SAMPLE
SIZE
112 people stopped to speak with interviewers
during the pop-up sessions.
51

Approximately 40-50 people who were asked
chose not to respond. Some mentioned that
they were there as a one-off visit and they were
unfamiliar with the main street.

112

respondents

61
Thursday, 15-Aug-19
Saturday, 17-Aug-19

In addition to 112 people who provided responses
to questions, 10-15 mentioned that the main
street was fine as it was. These respondents
in most cases did not provide their post code
details or feedback to questions asked, so they
are not counted further below in this section.

RESPONDENT PROFILE
GENDER

Gender
More males were interviewed (57%) than
females (43%) during the pop-up sessions.
There were visibly more males in the shopping
centre during the weekday pop-up sessions.
During the two hours, 20 females were
interviewed and 41 males.

43%
57%
Female
Male

AGE GROUP

On Saturday, 28 females were interviewed and
23 males.

Age group
26%

13%

Respondents of all age
groups were represented
in the pop-up discussions.
People in their 60s were the
dominant age group, 26% of
all respondents.

70+

Much higher numbers of
youth and young adults
were shopping at the
Virginia Shopping Centre on
Saturday than on Thursday.

20%
16%
13%

20s
Age group

30s

13%

40s

50s

60s

5

VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

POST CODE

5000
5024
5108
5110
5114
5117
5120
5121
5125
5351
5461

Number of
respondents
1
1
1
2
1
1
63
2
1
1
1

5501

31

5510
5550
Total

5
1
112

Postcode

Suburb
City of Adelaide
West Beach
Salisbury
Waterloo Corner, Bolivar, Burton, Direk, Globe Derby Park or St Kilda.
Craigmore
Angle Vale
Virginia or Buckland Park
Eyre, MacDonald Park, Penfield or Penfield Gardens
Golden Grove
Williamstown
Balaklava
Avon, Calomba, Dublin, Lewiston, Long Plains, Lower Light, Middle
Beach, Parham, Port Gawler, Thompson Beach, Two Wells, Webb Beach,
Wild Horse Plains or Windsor
Lochiel
Port Wakefield

Gender
The table above lists all of the post codes
provided by the respondents. Suburb names
were looked up during analysis (therefore for
some post codes a multitude of possible suburbs
are listed), except when suburb names were
provided by the respondents.

44%
56%
Postcode 5120
Other postcodes

56% of the respondents were local residents
of Virginia and surrounding area, with the
postcode 5120. A high proportion of the
respondents were visitors (very few were
workers) from other areas.

112 people were interviewed during the pop-up engagement sessions.
Approximately 10% additional respondents commented that changes to the main street were
not needed.

56% of the respondents had residential postcode 5120.
558 comments were recorded during the two pop-up engagement sessions relating to the
vision for the Main Street, street issues and street improvement opportunities.
6
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1. VISION CONSIDERATIONS
QUESTION ASKED: What considerations should form part of the vision for the Main Street?

Country main street

27

Regional shopping destination

15

Contemporary and modern street

9

Street for all

9

Community hub

8

Welcoming, safe and inviting

7

Vibrant, diverse main street

6

Well presented

6

Regional dining destination

4

Blend of the new and old

3

Green leafy street

3

Heart of the farming community

3

Old town feel

3

Simple

3

Reflecting of Virginia growers' identity

2

Coastal feel

1

Heart of the residential community

1

110 vision-related considerations were made

by the respondents.

27 respondents, 24% of all pop-up

respondents, wanted the street to reinforce
country main street identity.

15 respondents, 13% of all pop-up

respondents, wanted the street to reinforce its
shopping function.

9 respondents, 8% of all pop-up respondents,
wanted the street to be contemporary and
modern.

9 respondents, 8% of all pop-up respondents,
wanted the street to be inclusive and safe for
all users.

7
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COUNTRY MAIN STREET
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Country main street (x6 respondents)
Maintain country feel (x3 respondents)
Country feel main street (x2 respondents)
Country town feel (x2 respondents)
Country feel
Country feel, not ultra modern
Country main street with a strong country
feel
Country main street, like McLaren Vale or
Willunga
Country rural main street
Country town environment
Country town main street
Maintain country feel and the heritage
elements of the street
Maintain country town look and feel
Maintain country township feel
Maintain the country town character. Be
unique.
Make the street more modern, whilst
maintaining the country feel.
Rural hub
Rural hub of activity

REGIONAL SHOPPING DESTINATION
• Regional shopping destination (x5
respondents)
• Shopping destination (x4 respondents)
• Important shopping destination (x2
respondents)
• Destination for shopping and services
• Local shopping destination
• Regional shopping and retail destination
• Regional shopping hub

CONTEMPORARY AND MODERN STREET
• A more modern look
• Bring the street into the 21st century
• Cosmopolitan: once it was a country feel, but
not any more
8

• Make the street more modern and
contemporary
• Make the street more modern and neater
• Modern and cosmopolitan
• Modern look
• Modernise the street to bring it into the
present
• More cosmopolitan feel to the main street

STREET FOR ALL
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodate families with young children
Be safe for all users
Be safe for pedestrians
Be welcoming to all
Cater for all age groups
Cater for all age groups
Inclusive design for disabled people
Safe for children
Welcoming street for everybody

COMMUNITY HUB
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community hub (x2 respondents)
Community feeling
Community hub and centre
Heart of the country town, of our community
Maintain local community hub feel
Safe community main street
The heart of our local community

WELCOMING, SAFE AND INVITING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A better and safer road
Be more fun
Inviting
Make the street more welcoming for people
Safety
Softer/warmer look and feel
Welcoming
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VIBRANT, DIVERSE MAIN STREET
•
•
•
•
•
•

More colour
More colour/brighter
More multicultural themes
More variety
Vibrancy
Vibrant, busy main street with a diversity of
uses

WELL PRESENTED
•
•
•
•
•
•

Presentable
To look better and be more prettier
Amenity/prettiness
Attractive and beautiful street
Attractive aesthetically pleasing destination
Clean street

REGIONAL DINING DESTINATION
•
•
•
•

Dining options for all locals
Dining regional destination
Local dining destination
Regional outdoor dining destination

BLEND OF THE NEW AND OLD
• Blend of the new and old
• Cross between keeping the old town feel,
whilst bringing in the new.
• To integrate old and new communities

HEART OF THE FARMING COMMUNITY
• Celebrate farming context
• Centre of the farming community
• More farming references to reflect the
community

OLD TOWN FEEL
• Maintain old town / Australian country feel
• Old town feel
• We want old-school feel

SIMPLE
• Simple street (x2 respondents)
• Keep the street simple

REFLECTING OF VIRGINIA GROWERS’
IDENTITY
• Reflect identity of Virginia growers
• Reflect what we are: Virginia growers

COASTAL FEEL
• Coastal feel

HEART OF THE RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY
• Denser residential living

GREEN LEAFY STREET
• Be green (trees)
• Green leafy street
• Reinforce identity by planting many
deciduous trees

9
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2. KEY ISSUES
QUESTION ASKED: What are the street issues that need to be resolved?
Footpaths

21

Stormwater drainage

19

Traffic movements and safety at intersections

15

Trees and landscaping

13

Pedestrian crossings

12

Street presentation

11

Car parking

10

Road safety

6

Road pot holes

5

Traffic speeds

5

Lighting

4

Buildings and frontages

3

Business diversity

3

Pedestrian safety

3

Local produce

2

Loss of character buildings

2

Public transport frequency

2

Shade

2

Unsealed surfaces

2

Street art

2

Shift from country feel

1

Bike rider safety

1

Driving behaviour

1

Infrastructure

1

Outdoor dining

1

Post delivery

1

Road widths

1

Sense of destination

1

Traffic volume

1

Undergrounding of power lines

1

152 comments relating to street issues were

made by the respondents

21 respondents, 19% of all pop-up

respondents, commented on the poor condition
of the footpaths

19

respondents, 17% of all pop-up
respondents, commented on the stormwater
drainage issues

15 respondents, 13% of all pop-up

respondents, identified issues relating to traffic
movement and safety

13 respondents, 12% of all pop-up

respondents, identified issues relating to
existing bottle trees
10
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FOOTPATHS
• Footpaths are in a poor state (x6
respondents)
• Unsafe footpaths (x4 respondents)
• Cracked footpaths
• Damage from Bottle trees to footpaths
• Footpaths
• Footpaths are narrow and cracked
• Pavers uplifting
• Pot hole and cracked footpaths
• Quality of footpaths (puddles form even
when no rain)
• The existing trees are wrecking footpaths
• The footpaths are in poor condition,
particularly for the elderly
• The pavers are lifting, making it difficult to
walk
• Uneven footpath

STORMWATER DRAINAGE
• Flooding/stormwater drainage is a problem
(x12 respondents)
• Bad stormwater drainage
• Drainage - flooding has been a long standing
issue
• Drainage is impossible now for 15 years with
no improvements in sight
• Open drain at Old Port Wakefield Road: there
is a section that needs resolving
• Stormwater drainage problems are simply
ridiculous
• Stormwater is a disaster; Council should not
allow new residential and subdivisions, unless
they will install new stormwater drainage, it is
a major issue in this area
• Water pooling around gutters

TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS AND SAFETY AT
INTERSECTIONS
• Frequent traffic congestion at the post office
intersection
• Intersections lead to many traffic issues;
there are many near misses

• Lots of traffic crashes, especially at
intersections
• Park Road intersection has poor line of sight
due to on-street parking
• People are not giving way at Sheedy Road
intersection; it is dangerous
• Poor safety and lack of traffic priority clarity
at Park Rd / Brady St intersection
• Poor safety at Sheedy Rd / Penfield Rd
intersection
• Road is getting busier and needs to be safer
• Sheedy Road / Penfield Road intersection is
difficult to navigate and people cannot work
out the right of way
• Sheedy Road / Penfield Road intersection
signage and right of way are very unclear
• Sheedy Road and Penfield Road intersection
at the petrol station is confusing and unsafe
• The Park Road and Brady Street intersection
next to the Bank is considered unsafe and
challenging
• There are a lot of trucks that use the street.
• Traffic congestion sometimes is created when
vehicles want to turn into the Woolworths car
park.

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• Bottle trees are lifting pavers and difficult to
walk (x2 respondents)
• Bottle trees are a problem (x2 respondents)
• Bottle trees are restricting visibility
• Bottle trees crack the pavement and
footpaths; recent repair jobs were not
sufficient
• Do not see much native bird life in the area
due to the tree selection.
• Like the Bottle trees
• The Bottle trees are not appropriate for the
street
• Trees are destroying the footpaths
• Unsuitable trees in footpaths
• Would like to keep Bottle trees, but
appreciate they are an issue may need to go
to improve the footpaths.

11
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PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• Crossing road is not safe
• Current pedestrian desire lines are not
catered for
• Dangerous pedestrian crossings
• Difficult to cross with young kids
• Have autistic son and road not safe to cross
• Pedestrian crossing is not safe
• Pedestrian crossing point is at the wrong
location
• Quality of road is poor and hard to cross due
to high camber
• The road is getting busier and feels unsafe to
cross
• Unsafe pedestrian crossings
• Unsafe to walk across

STREET PRESENTATION
• Existing shopping centre is looking old
• Explode the bomb and start again: poor
frontages, bad buildings, poor street
presentation
• Looks scruffy
• Not that modern
• Outdated
• Street is dull to look at
• Street looks old and dated
• The street generally looks untidy
• The street is very poorly presented and
needs a major rebuild
• Tired and overall not aesthetically inviting

CAR PARKING

12

• Access to/from supermarket car park (x3
respondents)
• Disabled on-street parks are not well linemarked next to the doctor’s surgery
• Lack of car parking on eastern side of the
street
• On-street car parking is causing crashes
• On-street parking is narrow, especially when
trucks are passing
• People parking in disabled spaces and lack of
enforcement

• People parking in ‘No Parking’ spaces and
lack of enforcement
• Vehicles reversing out of car parks onto Old
Port Wakefield Road is unsafe

ROAD SAFETY
• As you are leaving the shopping centre from
the car park, visibility of traffic on the right is
poor
• Cars often stop at the crossing (even though
it is informal) at a risk of rear end collisions
• Road is OK, as only go to supermarket and
nursery
• Street not safe for grand kids
• Too many accidents
• Vehicles undertaking illegal and unsafe
U-turns in the middle of the street

TRAFFIC SPEEDS
•
•
•
•
•

Cars are speeding
Cars travel too fast
Traffic speed is increasing
Trucks travel too fast
Vehicles speeding. Drivers forget its 50 km/h
passing through the shopping precinct.

ROAD POT HOLES
• Many road pot holes (x5 respondents)

LIGHTING
• Lack of street lighting
• Poor lighting
• Street lighting is very poor; also road lights
that emit orange colour create poor visibility
especially for seniors
• There are no lights for most part of Old Port
Wakefield Road

BUSINESS DIVERSITY
• Night time vibrancy
• No many food / restaurant / take away
options in the area
• Virginia is a small place and do not see any
new shops coming
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
• Lack of safety for pedestrians and cyclists
• The street is very unsafe for pedestrians
• Unsafe for pedestrians

BUILDINGS AND FRONTAGES
• Dated buildings
• Messy frontage presentation
• Tired and old buildings

LOCAL PRODUCE
• Lack of ability to buy locally grown fruit and
vegetables
• Lack of locally grown fruit a vegetables on
offer, especially considering local growing
businesses

UNSEALED SURFACES
• Muddy and dusty
• Poor state of local dirt roads

LOSS OF CHARACTER BUILDINGS
• Heritage was lost when the pub was torn
down
• The V Hotel has changed the character of the
street/area; preferred the old heritage hotel

PUBLIC TRANSPORT FREQUENCY
• Lack of bus services is a problem for many
locals
• Lack of regular public transport services

SHADE
• Lack of shade in summer
• Street is hot in summer

STREET ART

SHIFT FROM COUNTRY FEEL
• The street cannot be “country” any more, as
we are building denser housing here; need to
reflect this

UNDERGROUNDING OF POWER LINES
• Undergrounding the powerlines is a waste of
money

TRAFFIC VOLUME
• Too many cars

OUTDOOR DINING
• Not enough outdoor seating and café dining

POST DELIVERY
• Post should be delivered to our door
considering numbers of residential
developments going in

INFRASTRUCTURE
• Lack of infrastructure for the amount of new
housing that is going in.

BIKE RIDER SAFETY
• Cycle safety

ROAD WIDTHS
• Street is narrow

DRIVING BEHAVIOUR
• Crazy drivers in the area

SENSE OF DESTINATION
• No sense of destination

• The art mural by the pub is too modern and is
not liked by the community
• Do not like the V Hotel mural - it is considered
out of character from the rest of the street
13
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3. SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS
QUESTION ASKED: What improvements or new street features would you like to see?

Trees and landscaping
Business diversity and quantity
Footpaths
Pedestrian crossings
Street aesthetics
Traffic movements and safety at intersections
Stormwater drainage
Lighting
Outdoor dining
Car parking
Traffic speeds
Dining and takeaways
Seating
Buildings and frontages
Bike paths
Road width
Infrastructure
Pedestrian safety and priority
Play spaces for children
Public transport frequency
Road pot holes
Shade
Street art
Institute Park
Markets
Sealing of surfaces
BBQ area
History
No pavers on the road
Project scope
School accessibility
Sense of destination
Shopping centre
Street bins
Underground the power lines

41
34
26
22
21
20
19
14
13
10
10
8
7
6
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

295 comments relating to street

improvements were made by the respondents

41 respondents, 37% of all pop-up

respondents, made suggestions about new
trees and landscaping

34

respondents, 30% of all pop-up
respondents, made suggestions about
business diversity and quantity

26

respondents, 23% of all pop-up
respondents, made suggestions about footpath
improvements

22 respondents, 20% of all pop-up

respondents, made suggestions about
pedestrian crossings
14

VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

More street trees (x9 respondents)
More landscaping (x3 respondents)
Improve landscaping (x2 respondents)
Better trees
Bottle trees are great, but considering the
issues, replace with natives instead
Flowering deciduous street trees
Improve trees
Increase the landscaping along the street
Keep the Bottle trees
Landscaping that does not rip up the
footpaths
More grass and trees around the place
More open spaces, trees and greenery
More trees (for example, bottle brushes)
More trees (for example, ornamental pears)
Plan new slender trees with large canopies
Plant better trees (for example, natives), with
bigger canopy and smaller trunks
Plant more appropriate street tress
Plant more native trees to support more
wildlife / birds to the area.
Plant native trees that do not need watering
Plant new suitable trees (look at cottonwood
trees planted in Elizabeth main street)
Plant new trees, for example, maples or
jacarandas
Plant small native trees

• Plant trees (for example, flowering deciduous
like ornamental peaches), but only if roots
will not damage the footpaths
• Relocate Bottle trees - do not throw away
• Relocate existing bottle trees within the area
and plant trees which will shade the street
better in summer (this is very important due
to heat)
• Remove Bottle trees
• Remove bottle trees, plant more trees with
better canopy
• Replace trees to improve visibility for traffic
• Replant street tress, for example, flowering
trees, palm trees or native trees
• Trees that do not cause damage to the
footpaths and have small trunks

BUSINESS DIVERSITY AND QUANTITY
• More shops (x5 respondents)
• Attract greater diversity of shops
• Attract more commercial uses: retail, trade
and industry, outside of horticultural uses
• Attract more shop and expand existing
• Attract more shops
• Attract new businesses to vacant premises
• Better mix of land uses
• Better mix of uses fronting the road
• Cater for Vietnamese population (now a
more multicultural area)
• Encourage a greater diversity of businesses
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

and attract a bakery
Encourage a local bakery
Encourage more banks
Ensure retention of main street uses and
services
Improve the business/retail mix (e.g. bring an
Aldi to the area)
Increase and improve the business mix
Increase business/shop mix. A K-Mart would
be good.
Increase opportunities for more businesses /
shops
Increase the number of shops and businesses
in the area
Increase the selection of shops
Make better use of unused areas by
activating them e.g. empty land parcels
along the street
More variety of shops
Need a car wash in the area and more coffee
shops
Provide for more shops, make the street
more inviting - Two Wells is a more inviting
shopping area
Provide for more shops. Particularly
restaurants/café’s. Cater for a broader range
of food options
Provide more modern shops
Strengthen retail destinations
Strengthen the main street as the shopping
destination
We need more and bigger shops (e.g. target,
K-Mart or Big W)
We need more street vibrancy and attract
more uses along the street

FOOTPATHS
•
•
•
•
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Improve/fix footpaths (x17 respondents)
Upgrade the footpaths (x4 respondents)
Better footpaths are needed
Create comfortable footpaths from the
entrance to Virginia Grove and past the
sporting ovals
• More paths that are safe and suitable for kids
to rid on
• Safer footpaths
• Widen footpaths

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• Create more opportunities for safer
pedestrian crossings (x11 respondents)
• Improve pedestrian crossings (x4
respondents)
• Better pedestrian crossings
• Improve and increase the number of
formalised crossings
• Install wombat or zebra crossing
• Install new crossing at the post office
• Install new pedestrian crossings, especially in
line with the shopping centre
• Install pedestrian crossing points on desire
lines
• More pedestrian crossings; a zebra will be
suitable

STREET AESTHETICS
• Make the street more presentable and
attractive (x4 respondents)
• Beautify the street
• Ensure no stainless steel or hard edge
modern finishes: the street needs not have a
country soft feel
• Improve cleanliness of the street
• Improve street design
• Improve the atmosphere along the street
• Improve the atmosphere along the street;
make it more relaxing and beautiful
• Improve the character and atmosphere
along the street
• Improve the streets aesthetics
• Install a Prospect Road style in area around
the supermarket
• Less concrete
• Look at major rebuilding to improve
aesthetics
• Make street nicer with trees and other design
improvements
• Needs to be tidier and generally improved
• Nicer street design and ambience
• Open up the street and improve its look and
feel
• Overall general improvements are needed
• Overall major upgrade is needed
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TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS AND SAFETY AT
INTERSECTIONS
• Improve Sheedy Rd / Penfield Rd intersection
(x5 respondents)
• Improve Park Road /Brady Street
intersection (x3 respondents)
• Address traffic flow issues at the post office
intersection
• Create a turn bay for motorists wanting to
turn into the Woolworths car park
• Improve access to and from the street to
minimise the number of mid-block U-turns
being undertaken
• Improve line of sight at intersection corners
• Improve the intersections at Sheedy Road
and Park Road intersections. Install a
roundabout or traffic lights.
• Currently considered unsafe.
• Improve traffic flow. Don’t narrow street and
maintain on-street parking
• Improve traffic visibility at intersections
• Improve vehicle movements through the
intersections
• Install more signs (e.g. Give-way signs) at
Sheedy Road intersection
• Intersection improvements
• Penfield Road intersection is dangerous and
drivers do not know how to use is
• Remove the median at the V-Hotel access
point to allow right turns

STORMWATER DRAINAGE
• Address significant stormwater drainage
issues (x15 respondents)
• Fix water pooling next to CFS
• Start from the basics and address
stormwater issues
• The area adjacent to Woolworths car park
needs to be improved to reduce flooding
• The drainage ditches need to be improved.

LIGHTING
• Install more/better street lighting (x9
respondents)
• Install pedestrian lighting (x2 respondents)
• Improve street lighting and ensure lights do
not emit orange colour, which is poor for
visibility
• Install street lighting from the start of Old
Port Wakefield Road and up to Angle Vale
• More street lighting, especially at
intersections

OUTDOOR DINING
• More outdoor dining opportunities (x8
respondents)
• Improve outdoor dining
• Incorporate outdoor dining into the street
design
• Increase activation on-street with more
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outdoor dining and café’s
• Provide opportunities for more outdoor
dining and activation
• The pub has been great and we need more
outdoor dining in the area

CAR PARKING
• Designate more wheelchair accessible
parking spaces (x2 respondents)
• Remove on-street car parking, as it is causing
crashes (x2 respondents)
• Enforcement of parking controls - in
particular the ‘No Parking’ space across from
supermarket
• Improve on-street parking
• Improve sight lines for vehicles exiting the
Woolworths car park – often sight lines are
blocked by people parking on-street
• Increase off-street car parking capacity
• Maintain on-street car parking
• Remove on-street parking to improve line
of sight for turning vehicles and to improve
pedestrian conditions

TRAFFIC SPEEDS
• Reduce traffic speeds and slow traffic down
(x5 respondents)
• Better speed management
• Current speed limit is good
• Reduce speed limit to 40 km/h from Penfield
Road to the football oval

DINING AND TAKEAWAYS
• Encourage more cafes (x5 respondents)
• Encourage more takeaways
• Encourage more takeaways and dining to the
street with outdoor dining options
• Strengthen outdoor dining and encourage
more dining options

SEATING
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• More tables and chairs on the street (x2
respondents)
• Create opportunities for somewhere to have
lunch outdoors, with shelter

• Increase seating opportunities around the
shopping centre
• Inviting on-street seating
• More chairs to sit on
• Outdoor seating that is inviting (not just for
smokers)

BUILDINGS AND FRONTAGES
• Fence off industrial businesses along Old
Port Wakefield Road to conceal wreck yard
appearance of the front yards
• Make building facades look better
• More buildings
• Take out old sheds
• Update facades of some of the buildings, so
that they look more modern
• Upgrade the shopping centre, so that it has a
modern frontage

BIKE PATHS
• Create bike paths
• Do not install bike paths as we do not have
anyone cycling here
• Install a cycle lane (like Frome Road)
• There is no need for cycling parking or cycling
paths here

ROAD WIDTH
•
•
•
•

Don’t narrow the street
Double the width of the road for road safety
Maintain wide road lanes
Widen the main road for safety

PUBLIC TRANSPORT FREQUENCY
• Increase public transport services
• More public transport services
• Public transport connections are very poor:
there is one service per day only, it is terrible

SHADE
• Improve shading
• More shade
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• More shade is needed; it gets very hot here in
summer

STREET ART
• Encourage an art work sympathetic with
farming nature of the town
• Install more street art, like the mural at the
pub
• More street art

INFRASTRUCTURE
• Arrange fibre optic connections directly to
the properties
• Improve the road in front of The Palms
• Upgrade and lower road surface

ROAD POT HOLES
• Address the potholes in the street
• Fix road pot holes

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AND PRIORITY
• Improve pedestrian safety
• More pedestrian friendly
• Needs design treatments to make it calmer
for shoppers and pedestrians

PLAY SPACES FOR CHILDREN
• Create playground / play spaces for older
children
• Make the street more child friendly e.g. Play
Café / Playground
• Upgrade the playground

SEALING OF SURFACES
• Improve local dirt roads in the area
• Seal all of the areas

MARKETS
• Attract and create opportunities for weekend
flea and growers market
• Create an opportunity for a local produce
market

• Organise local growers’ markets

INSTITUTE PARK
• Inviting Institute Park surrounds
• Keep the trees in the Institute Park, but
design to encourage more uses there, so that
it is more visited and used

STREET BINS
• Increase the number of bins on-street

NO PAVERS ON THE ROAD
• Ensure the road is not paved as they will sink
with time

SCHOOL ACCESSIBILITY
• Need a high school in Virginia

UNDERGROUND THE POWER LINES
• Underground the power lines

SHOPPING CENTRE
• Shopping centre needs renovations

SENSE OF DESTINATION
• Create a sense of arrival through signage or
art works

HISTORY
• Celebrate ANZAC history

BBQ AREA
• Install a BBQ area with seating and shade

PROJECT SCOPE
• Extend the scope of the upgrade project to
Virginia Grove to improve walking access by
upgrading footpaths
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COMMUNITY
SURVEYS
APPROACH
An engagement survey was developed seeking
community views on the key issues, priorities
and opportunities for the Main Street upgrade
project.
The survey was four pages in length.
The survey was mailed out to property
owners and was available on-line on Council’s
Engagement Hub website from 7 August 2019,
closing on 12 September 2019. Hard copies were
made available on request.
219 people responded to the engagement
survey, which represents about 12% of the
Virginia population.
All verbatim feedback and comments received
were grouped for the ease of feedback and
presentation of information received.
The full responses from the survey are also
included in this section and analysed with
respect to their groupings for each question.
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RESPONDENT PROFILE
GENDER
Gender
Female
Male
Couples
Neutral
Not specified
Total

Number
103
78
20
1
17
219

Percentage
of specified
responses
51%
39%
10%
0%

10%

51%

39%

Female
Male
Couples

AGE GROUPS
Age group
Under 19
20-29
30-39
40-49
50-59
60-69
Over 70
Not specified
Total

Number
1
22
48
39
31
45
25
8
219

Percentage
of specified
responses
0%
10%
23%
18%
15%
21%
12%

Under 19
20-29

0%
10%

30-39

23%

40-49
50-59

18%
15%

60-69
Over 70

21%
12%

In this survey, 51% of respondents were female, 39% were male and 10% were couples completing
the survey together. Eight percent of the respondents did not specify their gender.
Only 4% did not specify their age group. Of those who did, all age groups were represented.
However, young people aged under 19 were least represented, with only one respondent.
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WHERE RESPONDENTS LIVE

Angle Vale

2

Percentage
of specified
responses
1%

Athelstone

1

0%

1
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
6
1
1
1
1
3
159

0%
1%
1%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
3%
0%
0%
0%
0%
1%
79%

3

1%

10
18
219

5%

Place of residence

Blakeview
Buckland Park
Burton
Craigmore
Gawler
Gulfview Heights
Lewiston
Munno Para West
Parafield Gardens
Penfield Gardens
Port Vincent
Salisbury
Shelbyville
Thompson Beach
Two Wells
Virginia

Number

Virginia Grove
Waterloo Corner
Not specified
Total

80% of the respondents lived in the Virginia or
Virginia Grove area

RESPONDENT PROFILE
Gender
Resident
Visitor
Worker
Trader
Property Owner
Grower
Not specified

Number
165
21
29
14
107
46
12

Percentage
of specified
responses
80%
10%
14%
7%
52%
22%

Resident of Virginia
Visitor to Virginia
Worker in Virginia
Trader in Virginia

80%
10%
14%
7%

Property owner in Virginia
Grower in Virginia

52%
22%

Respondents were asked how they associated with Virginia, and were able to tick more than one
answer. Of the specified responses, the largest proportion of respondents were residents in Virginia
(80%). The smallest proportion of respondents associated as a trader (7%) in Virginia.
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REDEVELOPMENT NEEDS
The first survey question asked respondents:
‘Please indicate the importance of redeveloping the following Virginia Main Street 		

features’

11 themes were listed, as per the response table below. The possible tick box responses were:
• Don’t know
• Not important
• Moderately important
• Very important
Also, between 3 and 12 respondents (per theme) did not provide a response (first column in the table).
The table below provides the complete response statistics. Percentages exclude responses ‘don’t
know’ and if the question was left blank.
Number of respondents for
each possible ‘level of importance’ rating

#

Themes

(a) Footpaths

Percentage of respondents who
selected one of the three level of
importance ratings

No
Don’t
Not
Moderately
Very
%not %moderately
%very
response
know important Important Important important important
important
provided

4

4

4

29

178

2%

14%

84%

3

2

10

48

156

5%

22%

73%

5

3

11

65

135

5%

31%

64%

5

2

21

71

120

10%

33%

57%

7

4

25

78

105

12%

38%

50%

(f) Outdoor seating

6

3

46

81

83

22%

39%

40%

Stormwater
drainage

5

4

4

16

190

2%

8%

90%

4

2

4

40

169

2%

19%

79%

8

3

80

70

58

38%

34%

28%

4

2

22

56

135

10%

26%

63%

12

3

23

74

107

11%

36%

52%

Pedestrian ability
(b) to cross the Main
Street
Appearance
(c) (amenity) of the
street
Street trees and
(d)
landscaping
Public open/
(e)
green spaces

(g)

(h) Street lighting
(i)

Cycling paths and
bicycle parking

(j) Car parking
(k)

Directional
Signage

23

VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

Level of redevelopment importance determination for all respondents who did not skip the question
or answered ‘don’t know’, in descending order for ‘very important’ rating

Stormwater drainage 2% 8%

90%

Footpaths 2% 14%
Street lighting 2%

84%

19%

Pedestrian ability to cross the Main Street 5%

79%

22%

Appearance (amenity) of the street 5%

31%

Car parking

10%

Street trees and landscaping

10%

Directional signage

11%

Public open/green spaces

12%

Outdoor benches and café seating
Cycling paths and bicycle parking

73%
64%

26%

63%

33%

57%

36%

52%

38%

50%
39%

22%
38%

%not important

40%
34%

%moderately important

28%
%very Important

The largest proportion of respondents found ‘stormwater drainage’ to be the most important
redevelopment street design feature (90%), followed by ‘footpaths’ (84%).
The smallest proportion (28%) of respondents found ‘cycling paths and bicycle parking’ to be
important.
The street design features that received the highest level of importance (i.e. combined moderately
important and very important greater than 90%) were:
• ‘Stormwater drainage’ (98%)
• ‘Footpaths’ (98%)
• ‘Street lighting’ (98%)
• ‘Pedestrian ability to cross the Main Street’ (95%)
• ‘Appearance (amenity) of the street’ (95%)
Themes with the smallest numbers of people rating the level of importance were ‘directional
signage’ (204), ‘cycling paths and bicycle parking’ (208) and ‘public open/green spaces’ (208).
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COMMENTS REGARDING REDEVELOPMENT NEEDS
At the end of the level of importance questions there was an open-ended question of:
‘Other, please state:’
The responses from this open ended question were grouped into categories and are included in full
(‘verbatim’) in this section. Total of 77 comments were put forward by 60 respondents. In this and other
sections, all open-ended questions are grouped by topics and only minor corrections to spelling and
punctuation are made.

Number of comments within each topic/group

Sheedy Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection
Street trees
Stormwater drainage
Car parking
Footpaths
Road condition
Street lighting
Traffic speed and access
Entry statement
Public toilets
Bus stops
Disability access
Dog park
Project scope
Park Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection
Sheedy Road
Business frontages and diversity
Pedestrian crossings
Shopping centre car park entry/exit point
Heavy vehicles
Road width
Australia Post Office

16
7
6
5
5
5
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
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SHEEDY ROAD AND OLD PORT
WAKEFIELD ROAD INTERSECTION
• A roundabout at the end of Sheedy road.
Very dangerous intersection.
• A roundabout around Penfield/Sheedy roads
would be appropriate.
• Drivers safety at intersection.
• I currently live in the new Virginia Grove. The
intersection of Sheedy, Old Port Wakefield
and Penfield roads desperately needs an
upgrade. Possibly a roundabout would help.
• Improving the intersection of Old Port
Wakefield Road, Sheedy Road and Penfield
road.
• Not only the Main Street that requires an
upgrade. It’s required from Port Wakefield
Road, also Sheedy Road to Port Wakefield
Road as there’s a lot of traffic now with all
the new development plus requires at least
another road into the area off Old Port
Wakefield.
• Put a roundabout in at Sheedy Road, Old
Port Wakefield Road and Penfield Road.
Very, very, very important.
• Please have enough parking and give
way signs, people don’t follow road rules
especially at end of Penfield Road.
• Roundabout at intersection of Old Port
Wakefield Road and Penfield Road to ease
congestion from Sheedy Road.
• Roundabout at Penfield/Sheedy/Old Port
Wakefield roads will alleviate a lot of (not all
of) the near misses at that intersection.
• Roundabout needed at Old Port Wakefield,
Penfield and Sheedy roads.
• Roundabout needed at Sheedy, Penfield, Old
Port Wakefield intersection.
• Roundabout Sheedy/Penfield/Old Port
Wakefield roads.
• Safety of traffic movement. Issues at
Sheedy Road/Penfield Road/Main Street
intersection.
• The intersection of the main road and
Sheedy Road needs to be stop lights or
something to stop it being so dangerous.
• The main intersection at Sheedy, Old Port
Wakefield and Penfield roads needs to be
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fixed. It is an accident waiting to happen.

STREET TREES
• Plant more trees.
• Remove Bottle trees, replace with palms or
other.
• Remove the Bottle trees. They are lifting the
paving and hindering the entrance/exit of
the Woolworths car park.
• The large trees that have been planted on
the footpath need to be removed as the root
system is far too large for where they are.
Damaging existing footpaths and creating a
hazard especially for the elderly that use the
footpaths the most.
• Trees need to be taken out of the Main
Street and planted coming into Virginia from
Adelaide.
• Trees that won’t destroy paving or the roads.
• We need to keep the Bottle trees.

STORMWATER DRAINAGE
• Drainage on the corner of Old Port Wakefield
Road and Sheedy Road.
• Drainage so that water doesn’t pool over the
road is most important.
• Fix drainage on corner of Sheedy Road
please. Stormwater drain just 10 metres
away, but it still builds up on the north-west
corner.
• Stormwater is a huge issue. We shouldn’t
have to jump 1 metre puddles to get to the
footpath.
• Stormwater drainage very important times
infinity. Drainage is absolutely atrocious at
the moment.
• You need to look down Old Port Wakefield
Road. The water overflow is very bad and
dangerous when it’s dark and raining.

CAR PARKING
• Don’t allow parking on the street. It makes it
safer and cleaner for pedestrians and traffic
management.
• Less car parks. I would rather see more
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greenery and more effort put in for
pedestrians.
• Parking in Main Street - mainly trucks.
• Please have enough parking and give
way signs, people don’t follow road rules
especially at the end of Penfield Road.
• South of the shopping the eastern verge is far
too wide and then no room left for parking
without traffic being disrupted. Poor traffic
design for a horticultural town.

FOOTPATHS
• Footpath between Sheedy Road and
Arbequina Road.
• Footpaths on Sheedy/O’Loughlin/Odgers
roads.
• Footpaths need to be extended, and all even,
as it’s uneven where Virginia Medical Centre
is.
• Repair / replace footpaths.
• The large trees that have been planted on
the footpath need to be removed as the root
system is far too large for where they are.

ROAD CONDITION
• Access to side streets without driving through
a ditch and scraping the car nose on the
tarmac.
• All items specified above apply to Angle
Vale Rd between Heaslip Rd and Short Rd.
B-Doubles continue to use this section of
road alongside school children, it is either a
dark dust bowl or a mud pit! Cease making
excuses and rectify before spending money
on “beautifying” other areas.
• Pave the road gold like they did in the mid
20th century when it was the largest growing
town.
• Reseal other dirt roads in Virginia. Especially
Buckland Road which creates dust storms for
residents).
• Surfacing of Sheedy road to Port Wakefield
road to provide an alternative safe exit from
the new development is also a must.

STREET LIGHTING
• Lighting on Sheedy/O’Loughlin/Odgers
Road.
• Lighting around Main Street is not good.
Make better if possible.
• Plant more trees and more lighting.
• Street lights not only on Main Street, but all
down Old Port Wakefield Road as you turn in
from Port Wakefield Road.

TRAFFIC SPEED AND ACCESS
• As the area is expanding there are a lot more
cars with some drivers speeding.
• Get rid of islands in Main Street and close off
driveway opposite bank, coming out of small
shopping centre, or have a right turn only.
• Possibly lower speed limit as certain drivers
have no idea how to negotiate the area
(Main Street).
• Turning lanes.

ENTRY STATEMENT
• Entrance to Virginia via Port Wakefield Road
requires welcome to Virginia signage.
• Improving appearance of Gawler Road
entering into city centre.
• Make the current entrance into the new
Virginia Grove more appealing.

PUBLIC TOILETS
• Public toilets for visitors could be in southern
end of Institute memorial tree area - high
priority for visitors to the area.
• Public toilets in the shopping centre. Very,
very important.
• Toilet facilities and accessibility.

BUS STOPS
• Bus stop - shelter (sun/rain) and bench very
important.
• Move the bus stop so it drops people at the
entrance to the mall. Good for the elderly,
plus it moves it away from the car park exit
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making it safer for cars to leave the carpark

DISABILITY ACCESS
• Disability access and parking.
• Wheelchair accessibility. Cannot even access
the post office!

DOG PARK
• Dog park please.
• Dog park.

PROJECT SCOPE
• Not only the Main Street that requires an
upgrade. It’s required from Port Wakefield
Road, also Sheedy Road to Port Wakefield
Road as there’s a lot of traffic now with all the
new development.
• Project should go all the way to entry to
Virginia Grove (80 km/h sign).

PARK ROAD AND OLD PORT WAKEFIELD
ROAD INTERSECTION
• Drivers safety at intersection.
• Safety of traffic movements. Issues at Park
Road, Brady Street/Main Street intersection.

SHEEDY ROAD
• Sheedy Road needs to change either with
a fence or gutter as it very dangerous for
people walking, especially children. Also
some lines down the middle of the road as
cars tend to drive in the middle of the road
and you have no choice to drive on the path.
• Footpaths and lighting Sheedy/O’Loughlin/
Odgers roads.

BUSINESS FRONTAGES AND DIVERSITY
• Council should enforce that the building with
Woolworths and speciality shops, and the
buildings across the road should have a face
lift to make Virginia more appealing to all our
new comers.
• Opportunities for new businesses.
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PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• Pedestrian crossing light.

SHOPPING CENTRE CAR PARK ENTRY/
EXIT POINT
• Improved entry/exit from shopping centre currently blinded by parked cars and trees.

HEAVY VEHICLES
• All items specified above apply to Angle
Vale Rd between Heaslip Rd and Short Rd.
B-Doubles continue to use this section of
road alongside school children, it is either a
dark dust bowl or a mud pit! Cease making
excuses and rectify before spending money
on “beautifying” other areas.

ROAD WIDTH
• Footpaths and lighting Sheedy/O’Loughlin/
Odgers roads - also wider roads needed
here.

AUSTRALIA POST OFFICE
• Australia Post open at least one hour outside
M-F 9-5.
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PRIORITIES
PRIORITIES FOR THE DESIGN OF THE VIRGINIA MAIN STREET
UPGRADE
The second survey question asked respondents:

‘The Main Street Upgrade is looking to improve footpaths and stormwater drainage and
will underground the power lines, what are your top three additional design priorities for
the Main Street’
Respondents were asked to select three of the 11 predetermined street design related themes. With
regard to qualifying responses, 10 of the respondents left this question blank and 209 respondents
selected three or less priorities, as shown on the chart below.
Percentage of 209 total respondents who selected the theme as one of their three top priorities

Provide for safer traffic movements

57%

Install safe pedestrian crossing(s)

47%

Improve appearance and usage of the space to the
north of Australia Post

35%

Remove existing street trees and plant new

35%

Landscape the street with shrubs and plants

28%

Improve appearance of entrances into the Virginia
Town Centre e.g. through installation of art work
Create improved opportunities for outdoor café
seating

25%
19%

Upgrade Virginia Institute Park

13%

Relocate existing street trees in Virginia

13%

Improve cycling conditions
Install street art

7%
3%

‘Provide for safer traffic movements’ was considered to be a priority by the highest number of
respondents, 119 (or 57% of all qualifying responses). The second most popular answer was ‘install
safe pedestrian crossing(s)’ (99 respondents or 47%).
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PRIORITIES FOR THE CHARACTER / IDENTITY OF VIRGINIA
MAIN STREET UPGRADE
The third survey question asked respondents:

‘Describe the character / identity you would like to see in the Main Street (e.g. modern,
family-friendly, traditional etc)
The responses from this open-ended question were grouped into categories and are included in full
(‘verbatim’) in this section. 256 comments were put forward by 174 respondents and the chart below
shows the number of comments within each grouping.
Number of comments within each topic/group.

Family friendly

93

Contemporary and modern street

67

Old town feel

31

Safe and easy to access

15

Country main street

13

Welcoming, safe and inviting

13

Reflecting of Virginia growers identity

10

Blend of the new and old

4

Green leafy street

4

Well presented

2

Multicultural

2

Environmental sustainable street

1

Functional

1

‘Family friendly’ with 93 comments by respondents and ‘contemporary and modern street’ with 67
comments by respondents, were the top two character / identity descriptions for the Main Street
Upgrade project used.
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FAMILY FRIENDLY
• Family-friendly (x78 respondents).
• Friends and family (x2 respondents).
• Family-friendly. Lots of space to play but also
appealing to look at.
• Definitely family-friendly as we are a growing
community.
• Family-friendly to cater for the new influx of
city folk living in a country town.
• Ensure it’s family-friendly.
• Family area.
• Family-friendly - create a relaxing feeling.
• Family-friendly and safe.
• Definitely a family-friendly space.
• Family-friendly clean and safe.
• Elderly and family-friendly.
• Family friendly as many young families are
moving into the township.
• Keeping it family friendly.
• Making the street family friendly.

CONTEMPORARY AND MODERN STREET
• Modern (x43 respondents).
• Modern and clean (x2 respondents).
• Very disappointing to see signage of great
new city of Virginia being depicted as a girl
picking cucumbers! Does not depict progress
of township as a residential possibility.
• Modern with suitable landscaping.
• Modern (updating the tired looking street
and shops).
• Modern - town has old look at the moment.
• MODERN and clean! Everything is dated,
old and brings no spice to the town for new
developments.
• Clean and crisp.
• Modern and outdoorsy.
• Modern and clean retail precinct.
• Modern and up-to-date with other towns.
• Modern and up to date.
• Contemporary.
• More cleaner and a modern look.
• Modern and welcoming.

• More enclosed café.
• Modern it up.
• With the new hotel, I guess it should be made
more modern to match the hotel. Perhaps
liaise with the Stretton Centre architects to
come up with a unified plan.
• Modern look.
• Modern with a traditional twist.
• Active.
• Modern look.
• New modern features and vibrancy.
• Vibrant.

OLD TOWN FEEL
• Traditional (x12 respondents).
• Traditional. The new hotel does not fit with
the rest of the town architecture or feel of the
town (x3 respondents).
• Traditional and attractive.
• Traditional with a mix of family oriented.
• Please maintain the township/rural feel of
Virginia.
• Traditional with Town History.
• Traditional - neutral colours with lots of
greenery, woodwork and steel artworks,
showcasing horticulture that Virginia is about
using recycled materials.
• Traditional, in keeping with town’s heritage.
• Keep traditional view.
• Country, traditional.
• Traditional - show off what Virginia is known
for.
• Traditional - timeless.
• Keep traditional.
• Keeping the street traditional.
• No art work like the one on the new hotel just hideous.
• Quiet.
• Sticking to its historical roots.
• Traditional - old photos.

SAFE AND EASY TO ACCESS
• Safe !!!!! Too many near misses.
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• A modern roundabout.
• SAFETY FIRST for any pedestrians using this
busy road.
• No bike lanes.
• No obstruction i.e. traffic islands.
• Wider and safer roads and footpaths.
• A nice roundabout at Sheedy, Penfield and
Old Port Wakefield Road.
• Easily accessible.
• Free flowing.
• Large trucks need to be redirected from main
street.
• More parking.
• Road safety for all users.
• Right now it feels more car-centric designed.
• Safe for the older adult or disabled persons.
• Well sign posted, easy access and friendly
parking for travellers passing through going
N/S e.g. caravans, campers, etc.

COUNTRY MAIN STREET
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small town.
Rural - country.
Traditional old country town feel.
Country town / traditional with some
modernisation.
Rural/country town.
Country town feel.
Traditional country feel.
English countryside village.
Country town
If possible divert heavy traffic. Main street to
become village centre.

WELCOMING, SAFE AND INVITING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
32

Welcoming (x2 respondents).
Main street needs to be safe and clean.
User friendly and safe.
Needs to be a safe and welcoming feel.
Welcoming.
Well-lit.
A nice place to walk around.
Animal friendly.

•
•
•
•

Inviting.
Safe lighting.
Safe.
Well illuminated.

REFLECTING OF VIRGINIA GROWERS
IDENTITY
• Still keep the farming identity of Virginia.
Don’t over modernise it like every new
done up suburb. Keep that Virginia touch.
The farming culture is a big thing for the
town. Most of the farms in this area provide
the food on our tables within SA and even
interstate. So keep the farming, familyfriendly character alive!
• Virginia should be identified as the food bowl
of SA.
• To reflect market gardening community.
• Fruit bowl of SA.
• Farming tradition, but of stuff they actually
grow there. In the 90s they made a huge
wheat mural and it was ridiculous because
they grow veggie’s in Virginia not grain.
• Something that remembers our forefathers
who made this hamlet a safe place to live.
• Keeping tradition (e.g. vegetable growing what the town is known for).
• Celebrate Virginia past.
• Still with rural flavour.
• Virginia Market History.

BLEND OF THE NEW AND OLD
• With a mix of traditional and modern.
• Modern but not too modern (the best of town
and country).
• Contemporary whilst still touching on the
heritage of Virginia.
• Cosy country charm with modern upgrades.

GREEN LEAFY STREET
• Green, tree cover.
• Leafy and shady.
• Natural with trees and more open walking
space.
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• Green.

WELL PRESENTED
• Picturesque.
• Scenic.

MULTICULTURAL
• Multicultural (x2).

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABLE STREET
• Environmentally friendly.

FUNCTIONAL
• Functional.
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SUGGESTIONS
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING WALKING AND CYCLING
‘What are your suggestions for improving walking and cycling within the street’
274 suggestions were put forward by 158 respondents and are all included below.
Number of suggestions within each topic/group

Improved footpaths

90

Bike lanes

51

Extended footpaths (outside of project scope)

34

Pedestrian crossings

29

Trees and landscaping

14

Traffic movements and safety

34

11

Reduced speed

7

Street lighting

7

General comments

6

Stormwater drainage

6

Better signage

3

Road width

3

Shared use path

3

Disability access

2

Fitness trails

2

Car parking

2

No change

1

Seating

1

Bike parking

1

Buckland Road

1
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IMPROVED FOOTPATHS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Better footpaths (x6 respondents).
Footpaths (x5 respondents).
Improve footpaths (x5 respondents).
Even footpaths (x2 respondents).
New footpaths (x2 respondents).
Wider footpaths (x5 respondents)
Good footpaths.
An upgrade of the existing footpath along
the street would be great. The footpaths and
cycling tracks in the new Virginia Grove are a
good example.
Better footpaths for walking.
Better footpaths, they’re all uneven.
Better paths needed.
Clear footpaths.
Clearly marked walking lanes.
Cycling is not a priority but walking paths
need to be improved with a growing estate.
Even footpaths/roads.
Exposed aggregate concrete for paths. This
has an excellent visual appeal as well as
prevents a slip hazard when wet.
Fix and improve all footpaths.
Fix cracks in sidewalk and less mud.
Fix footpaths to be flat, including tree
removal.
Fix the road and footpaths so people can
actually use them.
Flat foot paths.
Footpath is a joke.
Footpaths must be a priority.
Footpaths only.
Having clearly defined safe walkways
removed from the roads.
We need footpaths from child care centre for
the benefit of all residents in the area.
I/we have lived here for many, many years
and it hasn’t improved a lot. I still commute
to the eastern suburbs nearly every day.
They have improved so much. WHY NOT
VIRGINIA. Improve all the footpaths to
encourage walking around the town even up
to the caravan park which is at the entrance

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

of the town.
Improve footpaths to enable walking of
prams without being obstructed by tree roots
or overhanging trees.
Improved footpaths at the shopping centre.
Improved/visible footpaths.
Level footpaths with no tripping hazards.
Making existing pathways safer for the
elderly as some pathways are very difficult
for the elderly using walking aids and are a
danger. Even an able bodied person can trip
on the existing uneven pathways.
More appealing footpaths.
Need new footpaths, they are hazards with
the trees lifting the pavers.
Needs better/ clear walking paths.
New flat paved footpaths with no low
hanging tree branches and well lit at night.
New improved footpaths for pedestrians.
No cycling on footpaths. Footpath means for
the foot not wheels.
No suggestions apart from improved
footpaths.
Paved walkways.
Pull up and repair all footpaths and put a
cycling lane.
Safe footpaths.
Safer (even) footpaths within the town.
There are a lot of older citizens/residents/
travellers who need good footpaths and safe
ability to cross the main street.
Trip free footpaths.
Walking yes.
Better surface for pedestrian walking/
crossing.
Footpaths along the whole strip so we can
feel safe going for a walk with children.
Footpaths on both sides of Main Street up to
new development.
Footpaths regularly swept. (Persons can slip
on vegetable matter or stones flicked on
paths).
Improve pathways and crossing.
New footpaths - pedestrians.
New improved footpaths for pedestrians.
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• Provide good quality footpaths - not only in
Main Street but the whole town.
• The footpaths around Virginia are terrible
full of pot holes and in parts too close to the
road/traffic.
• Allocated foot paths.
• Good quality footpaths that will last and cope
with movement of the ground.
• Bigger footpaths for walking and cycling.
• Install new footpaths on either side of the
main road with a generous amount of width.
• Just perhaps widening the footpaths (at least
on one side of the road).
• Make paths wider - don’t want to be hit by a
bike.
• Reduce road size to increase footpath space
and include a bike lane. I don’t think we need
on-street parking at all, every place has a
large car park. All of that space will look
better as wide footpaths with bike lanes and
greenery.
• Safer and wider footpaths.
• Wide, even footpaths.
• Widen footpaths or remove trees - flat
footpaths.
• Widen footpaths, pave them.
• Widen the verges, reduce the width of the
road to encourage pedestrian use.
• Wider footpaths along main road.
• Wider footpaths for pedestrians.
• Widen sidewalks.

BIKE LANES
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
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Bike lanes (x11 respondents).
Add a bike lane.
Allocated cycle paths.
Anything spent on cycling is wasted. After 35
years I have yet to see anyone on a cycle in
the town area!!!
Bike paths will encourage families to ride to
the centre and reduce traffic.
Create a space for a bike track.
Cycle lanes would be an advantage to
cyclists. This would make it safer.
Cycling lanes - cycle link to paths on Northern

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Expressway.
I personally think cycling is not very
important. I think most people use the bike
trail provided along the expressway. People
transport their bikes by car and then park
close to that bike trail and go from there.
It’s safer and a smooth ride. Please don’t
prioritise bikes in the main street, there isn’t
enough room.
Implementing more pathways for bike riders
and passengers on both sides of the road,
especially in the intersection.
New roads with space for cyclists.
No cyclist.
Placing road markings for bike riders.
Provide a bike lane. (NOTE. WHAT PUSH
BIKES? I NEVER SEE ANY).
Would like to see more cycling tracks around
the whole area of Virginia. It’s a growth
suburb that requires recreational facilities wetlands, parks, cycling and walking paths.
A cycling path along the street would be
great. The footpaths and cycling tracks in the
new Virginia Grove are a good example.
Added cycling zones on the road.
Also more cycling paths to the school will
help.
Better still don’t ride bike on Main Street.
Bike lane. Dedicated bike lanes.
Clearly marked cycling lanes.
Cycle tracks should always be separate from
road. Percentage of cycle use in Virginia is
very small.
Cycling paths.
Dedicated cycling lanes along main road.
Designated cycling paths.
Don’t have cycling path. It’s too dangerous.
Cyclists are selfish and don’t give way to
anyone.
I ride my bike regularly from child care
centre to shops. I feel very vulnerable and
very unsafe to the point that I ride facing the
traffic. We need footpaths and cycling lane
from child care centre for the benefit of all
residents in that area.
Painting a cycling lane.
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• Pull up and repair all footpaths and put a
cycling lane.
• Reduce road size to increase footpath space
and include a bike lane. I don’t think we need
on-street parking at all, every place has a
large car park. All of that space will look
better as wide footpaths with bike lanes and
greenery.
• Implement white lines for bikes.
• Sufficient and clear space for bicycle lanes.
• Well lit cycling paths would be nice through
the new estate, down the Main Street and to
the oval.
• You could have a designated bike path
approximately 1 metre each side of the road.
Currently I haven’t seen any bikes in the 6
years I’ve lived here on the main road.
• Bituminise north of post office for parking,
and remove street parking and put in bike
lanes.
• Cycle lanes extended.
• Cycling specific lanes on the road.
• Designated bike path connecting up with
Port Wakefield Road.
• I never see cyclists. I never cycle in area due
to surrounding narrow country roads.
• Provide cycling paths but this would need to
be done throughout and around Virginia, not
just the main road.
• Separate cycling lanes.

EXTENDED FOOTPATHS (OUTSIDE OF
PROJECT SCOPE)
• More footpaths (x2 respondents)
• Extend footpaths along Old Port Wakefield
Road from town centre to main intersection
of Port Wakefield Road. Including gopher
accessibility.
• Footpaths all along Old Port Wakefield Road.
Not dirt.
• Footpaths down the entire length of Old Port
Wakefield Road.
• Footpaths from Angle Vale Road (people
often catch buses on the corner) through The
Grove.
• Footpaths need to be upgraded on main

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

street all the way from football oval to
Virginia Grove.
Footpaths on both sides of Main Street up to
new development.
I think the footpaths are the best to look at
because we are walking on dirt.
Improve walking path from sporting institute,
Virginia Primary School to new development
Virginia Grove.
Make Sheedy Road pathways safer to walk not just a white line..
Safer pathway all along Old Port Wakefield
Road.
The path section from the corner of
Arbequina Road along Old Port Wakefield
Road to Sheedy Road needs paving. Really
bad and unsafe.
The upgrade needs to go all the way down
the main street to Virginia Grove. I live in
Natalie Drive and it is hard to walk to the
school as there is no footpath part of the way.
In front of the tyre shop the path is lifting up,
which makes it hard when walking past.
There are other streets that are desperate
for upgrades, for example Sheedy Road.
Because of increased traffic flow to the
new development the footpath is quite
inadequate.
Walking in main street with existing crossing
is good. My problem is footpaths south
of Sheedy Road up to Coratina Road and
the width of Sheedy Road path and into
shopping centre.
Footpaths extended.
Improve all the footpaths to encourage
walking around the town even up to the
caravan park which is at the entrance of the
town.
New footpaths along Old Port Wakefield
Road.
Paths and lanes should extend the whole
length of Old Port Wakefield Road.
The footpaths also need to be extended from
Old Port Wakefield Road (centre of Virginia)
up Gawler Road (straight up) to Baker, Angle
Vale Roads as there are a lot of residents
who would love to walk to the garden centre ,
Virginia shops, coffee etc.
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• Footpath all the way on both sides of Old
Port Wakefield Road to the 50 kilometre sign
as there are lots of young families.
• Provide good quality footpaths . Not only in
Main Street but the whole town.
• The issue on Sheedy Road, with the path and
lines.
• Upgraded walking paths including Sheedy
Road. Sheedy Road is requiring review/
upgrades due to the high volume of traffic,
pedestrians and cyclists.
• Sheedy is a very common road. Children
walk home from school and it is not very
wide for 2 lanes of traffic and pedestrians.
• Sheedy Road needs a safer footpath and
kerb especially when mums and school kids
are walking so frequently on it.
• Sufficient footpath to surrounding road
(Sheedy/Odgers/Park).
• Walking in main street with existing crossing
is good. My problem is footpaths south
of Sheedy Road up to Coratina Road and
the width of Sheedy Road path and into
shopping centre.
• Footpath on Sheedy Road, as so many school
kids walking through traffic.
• Footpaths and better roads on Sheedy and
Odgers Roads would be great.
• New improved footpaths for pedestrians.
Also along Sheedy Road.
• With the new housing development down
Sheedy road, so many more children are in
the area and walking to school along Sheedy
road. They are practically walking along the
road with the current inadequate footpaths.
They are extremely dangerous for people
walking and bike riders with the amount
of pot holes, uneven surfaces., driveways
and gravel patches cutting in the current
footpath. If this is not fixed and ignored a
terrible accident is imminent.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• Have more footpaths and safer areas to
cross the road.
• Safe ways of crossing street near
Woolworths e.g. pedestrian crossing with
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•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

constant flashing amber lights like there are
at some school crossings.
Not so concerned about the cycling more
the walking and pedestrian safety. The
current crosswalk should be upgraded to be
a raised flat-top speed hump. During busy
times a crossing with traffic lights would be a
blessing.
Pedestrian crossing from Bendigo Bank to
post office.
Pedestrian crossing with lights near the post
office.
Pedestrian crossing.
Safer crossings.
Two pedestrian crossings at either end. Make
Australia Post, the V hotel and Woolworths
accessible and safe by foot.
We need a safe crossing in the town centre.
Zebra crossing between Virginia pub and
post office. Zebra crossing outside surgery.
Make a safe pedestrian crossing.
Safe crossings at busy points.
Allocated pedestrian crossings.
Fix and improve all pedestrian crossings.
More crossings throughout the main street.
More crossings.
Pedestrian crossing near the post office.
Pedestrian crossings e.g. Virginia Medical
Centre and Post Office.
Pedestrian crossings. We need one from
bank to post office, bank over to hotel. Cars
come from south to go to school, plus one to
doctor.
So many people park across from
Woolworths and it is difficult to cross safely
because no-one looks where they are going.
There are a lot of older citizens/residents/
travellers who need safe ability to cross the
Main Street.
Walking is fine as long as there are
pedestrian crossings.
Better surface for pedestrian walking/
crossing.
Give way for crossing pedestrians.
Lines for crossing.
More pedestrian crossings. Generally just
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safer roads.
• Safe street crossings.
• Traffic lights signalling that prioritises
pedestrians and cyclists.

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• Get rid of existing trees which have lifted
concrete paths.
• Relocate the beautiful Bottle trees off the
footpath.
• Removal of Bottle trees would open access.
• Remove and relocate Bottle trees, please
don’t shred our trees.
• Remove current trees.
• Remove trees currently growing in Main
Street.
• Removing large trees so footpaths aren’t a
tripping hazard.
• Small trees or shrubs with smaller root base
so they do not interrupt the footpaths.
• All those stupid trees uprooting the paths
everywhere. Also, the Woolies car park
entrance is obscured by bushes making it
dangerous to cross there.
• Fix footpaths to be flat, including tree
removal.
• Taking out the existing trees and planting
more appropriate trees.
• Relocate current trees and replace with new
as current trees have lifted up the footpaths
causing hazards.
• Removal of trees in front of Woolworths.
• Trees that don’t obstruct traffic.

TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS AND SAFETY
• Don’t walk or cycle because they are too
dangerous.
• Fix the car issue first then worry about the
rest.
• Keep well away from motor vehicles.
• Road safety is incredibly important, including
a roundabout at Sheedy, Penfield and Old
Port Wakefield Road.
• Safer conditions around the Old Port
Wakefield Road/Angle Vale Road/Gawler

•
•
•
•

•
•

Road (a loop for cycling).
Safer road.
Safer.
Stopping light.
Won’t matter much with the surrounding
areas being awful for it already and some of
the local drivers being pretty lethal.
Restrict the movement of commercial and
heavy vehicles.
Bank is a blind spot for both cars and
pedestrians.

REDUCED SPEED
• 30kph speed limit.
• Reduce speed limit to 25kph.
• Change speed limit to 40 between Sheedy
Road and the “V”.
• Reduce Main Street speed.
• Reduce speed limit in Main Street or sign for
crossing reduce speed.
• Too many people speed through the main
street and they are usually young! and long
term Virginia residents.

STREET LIGHTING
• Better street lights.
• More lights.
• Well lit walking paths would be nice through
the new estate, down the Main Street and to
the oval.
• Better lighting as difficult/unsafe to walk in
cooler months when gets dark early.
• Extra lighting.
• Lighting. The Main Street is pitch black at
night.
• New flat paved footpaths with no low
hanging tree branches and well lit at night.

GENERAL COMMENTS
• I don’t see cycling is used as frequently as
people walking to and from amenities.
• Never seen anyone on a bike in Virginia.
• Not a cyclist myself so I have no suggestions.
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• Not interested.
• Not sure.
• Not many cyclists in Virginia (not a priority).

STORMWATER DRAINAGE
•
•
•
•
•

Improve drainage (x2 respondents)
Fix the drainage!
Proper drainage.
Stormwater.
Upgrading stormwater drainage.

BETTER SIGNAGE
• Signs (x2 respondents).
• More visible speed signage.

ROAD WIDTH
• Wide modern roads. Virginia has a high
visitor attendance from outlying areas needs good wide roads.
• Widen the road where possible.
• Further up Old Port Wakefield Road widening
the road and properly bituminise.

SHARED USE PATHS
• Have walking and cycling dual paths.
• Proper footpaths with one half being a bike
lane and the half being foot/pedestrian lane.
Bike lanes on road ruin parking and ruin
streets and also are a danger to all.
• Cycling off street along the back roads of
Virginia, e.g. shared footpath / cycling along
the railway line.

DISABILITY ACCESS
• Disability access and usage. More seating
for elderly to stop and rest. Mobility scooter
friendly.
• As the population has increased over the last
few years due to housing, Virginia Garden
Centre etc we need better and safer walking
paths for the elderly with wheelchair access
use.
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FITNESS TRAILS
• Walking trails.
• Perhaps a nice 2.5km exercise track around
the township with benches dotted here and
there to increase fitness levels in a safer
environment.

CAR PARKING
• More off-street parking as in shopping
complex and hotel.
• Patrol illegal parking better.

NO CHANGE
• None - seems fine to me.

SEATING
• Seats every now and then for the elderly and
the infirm so they can stop and rest when
needed.

BIKE PARKING
• Bicycle locking stations.

BUCKLAND ROAD
• Seal Buckland Road - dust polluting drinking
water for residents.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS AND
PARKING
‘What are your suggestions for improving traffic movements and parking within the
street’
268 suggestions were put forward by 166 respondents and are all included below.
Number of suggestions within each topic/group
Sheedy Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection

59

On-street parking

58

Park Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection

26

Off-street parking

21

Reduced speed

14

Pedestrian crossings

12

Road width

9

Better signage

7

Road condition and markings

6

Disability access

6

No change

6

Shopping centre car park entry/exit point

6

Traffic access

6

Stormwater drainage

5

General comments

4

Gawler Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection

4

Heavy vehicles

4

Public transport

3

Sheedy Road

3

Street lighting

2

Bike lanes

2

Centre median island

2

Extended footpaths (outside of project scope)

1

Trees and landscaping

1

Buckland Road

1
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SHEEDY ROAD AND OLD PORT
WAKEFIELD ROAD INTERSECTION
• Roundabout at Sheedy Road/Penfield Road/
Old Port Wakefield Road (x15 respondents).
• A roundabout at Sheedy/Penfield Road is so
important. I have had at least 5 near misses
with people who don’t understand road
rules. The whole of the Main Street should be
upgraded.
• A roundabout would both direct traffic on
the Sheedy/Penfield junction but also slow
down traffic through the pedestrian rich town
centre.
• As per previous comment re roundabout at
Sheedy and Penfield Roads.
• Change the intersection on Old Port
Wakefield and Sheedy Road to something
that is safe and simple to understand.
• Corner of Sheedy, Penfield and Old Port
Wakefield roads needs attention. Some sort
of roundabout or road diversion needs to be
in place.
• Fix main intersection.
• Fix the intersection of Penfield, Sheedy and
Old Port Wakefield Roads. Line the roads up
to be a proper cross intersection.
• Fixing the intersections I mentioned in
previous question.
• I’m not sure if a couple of roundabouts would
improve traffic movement?
• Import a traffic light on the intersection.
Parking would not be necessary.
• Install a round-about at the end of Sheedy
Road, that intersection is becoming a
nightmare.
• Install roundabout at Old Port Wakefield/
Penfield/Sheedy roads intersection.
• Installation of a roundabout at Old Port
Wakefield, Penfield and Sheedy roads
intersection.
• Installing a roundabout at intersection of Old
Port Wakefield Road and Sheedy Road.
• Intersection of Sheedy Road and Penfield
Road - give way signs - make the road
bigger so that there’s two lanes on each side.
• Intersection Penfield/Sheedy/Old Port
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•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Wakefield needs to be improved.
Make big roundabouts in the Main Street to
avoid accidents.
Make the junction at Sheedy Road and
Penfield Road safer - roundabout. When
crossing from Sheedy you have to watch
traffic from Old Port Wakefield plus garage
plus shop car park plus Penfield Road. It
causes much confusion and it’s a major
accident just waiting to happen!
Maybe a roundabout at Penfield Road and
Main Street/Sheedy Road. There is too much
traffic and too many side streets people can
pull out of.
Maybe traffic lights or roundabouts as it can
be hard to travel over the Main Street from
Sheedy Road.
Mini roundabout at Penfield Road and Park
Road junctions. Get rid of staggered junction
i.e. Penfield and Sheedy, Brady and Park
Need a roundabout at end of Penfield Road
as no one knows their road rules as to who
gives way.
Need a roundabout at Penfield/Sheedy
Road and main street - high priority.
Put in a roundabout at the Sheedy Road,
Old Port Wakefield Road and Penfield Road
intersection as it is very dangerous.
Roundabout at Penfield/Sheedy/Old Port
Wakefield Roads will alleviate a lot of not all
of the near misses at that intersection.
Roundabout between end of Penfield Road
and Woolworths car park entry on Old Port
Wakefield Road.
Roundabout or better layout of Sheedy
Road, Old Port Wakefield Road intersection.
Roundabout Penfield/Old Port Wakefield/
Sheedy Road. It’s difficult to see with the
parked cars near the shops. It will help slow
people down. Often people speed. I find it
difficult to go straight at Penfield and Sheedy
Roads.
Roundabouts and realign the roads of Sheedy Road/Penfield Road/ Old Port
Wakefield Road.
Safe traffic movement or red light is the
best at intersection of Penfield and Old Port
Wakefield Road.
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• Square off the intersection.
• The intersection of Sheedy and Penfield
Roads could do with a roundabout, would
help to slow down traffic into main street plus
make it easier for traffic to cross the street.
• The intersection of Sheedy Road, Penfield
Road and Old Port Wakefield Road needs
improvement to keep safe traffic flowing.
• The Penfield Road/ Old Port Wakefield Road
(intersection) is becoming a nightmare, more
so with the new subdivision at the back. Time
for a roundabout?
• The Sheedy Road/ 0ld Port Wakefield/
Penfield Road injunction is dangerous. A
roundabout needs to designed in this space.
• Traffic improvements. Roundabout at
Sheedy Road intersection
• Traffic lights.
• Increased visibility at crossroads.
• Penfield and Sheedy Road intersection is also
very dangerous with not being in line to get
good visual on traffic.
• Roundabout or traffic lights at Sheedy Road/
Penfield Road intersection.
• Roundabouts at key intersections.
• Roundabouts at the intersections could
help traffic flow at peak times, especially at
Sheedy/Penfield Road intersection.
• Roundabouts to be installed at intersections
Sheedy and Penfield Road, Old Port
Wakefield road due to increase in high traffic
volumes and blind spots.
• Sheedy Road intersection needs traffic lights.

ON-STREET PARKING
• Angle Parking along Main Street.
• Angle parking to invite use of shops or more
shops to open.
• As there are many larger vehicles in Virginia
e.g. SUVs, trucks, tray tops etc, parking
spaces that these vehicles can use so as
not to impede other road users. Also large
enough to be able to enter and exit safely.
• Clear parking limits.
• Clearly marked parking along the street.
• Concentrate on getting rid of illegal parking
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to make it safer.
Diagonal car park.
Diagonal parking to increase parking spaces
on Old Port Wakefield Road for ease of
access to shops and businesses.
Don’t park in street against the kerb,
especially in front of the shopping centre.
This will free the street up for traffic flow and
safer pedestrians.
Easier and more street parking.
I would like to not have cars parked along
the Main Street as this would significantly
reduce the kerb appeal once this upgrade
has been conducted. Woolworths car park
is big enough and so is the V pub. Plenty of
parking already. Cars parked along the Main
Street looks ugly, as you won’t see the new
improvements, plants/shrubs etc
It’s not bad as is at the moment but with the
growth of Virginia we need to install these
extra car parks or space on the road to
accommodate future growth.
Limited parking in Main Street.
Main Street no trucks or vans to park near
corners, due to can’t see if crossing the road
by car intersection of bank/hotel/post office
crossing.
More marked parking spaces Clear line
markings.
More parking on street.
More parking on the Main Street.
More parking.
Needs to be more convenient parking on the
Main Street to allow the traffic to flow.
No parking in front of bank - causes traffic
restrictions and it is dangerous.
No parking in Main Street at all.
No parking on Main Street between Penfield
and Gawler Roads (both sides of street).
No street parking on right side of entrance/
exit of Woolworths car park.
No street parking.
Outline parking spaces with white paint.
People park everywhere. Angle parking.
Parking in Main Street should be restricted.
Parking indentations on the Main Street.
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• Parking needs no improvement, would prefer
no street parking.
• Parking should be at 45° for easy reversing
and entering (respondent has drawn a
diagram).
• Parking should be limited to 30 mins on the
entire stretch. 15 mins at the post office and
bank. If you want longer, park at Woolies.
• Personally I would prefer NO parking in the
Main Street at the front of shopping centre
(a hazard to people crossing the road)
especially NO parking in front of Bendigo
Bank (at least 3 car spaces back). As I myself
have had a few close calls driving out of Park
Road into the Main Street. The said cars/vans
restrict views when turning into the Main
Street. Very dangerous, going to be a big
accident there?
• Post office is hardest to access in Virginia and
also doctor’s surgery.
• Replace parking in front of shops with better
side street parking.
• Some angle parking where street is wider.
• Street parking is essential.
• The Main Street is always full of parked cars.
If it is taken away the small businesses will
suffer. Maybe put them on side so more cars
can park.
• There is enough parking since the old pub
was knocked down. People don’t follow the
rules so everything looks messy.
• Tidy up parking spaces, line marking etc.
• Off-street parking
• Expand or provide larger car parks to
accommodate future growth.
• Fix up car park around post office. Waste of
space - more practical.
• More public parking spaces.
• 45 degree parking maybe an improvement.
• Also no parking near corners of streets.
• Angle parking may be good.
• Angled car parks on Main Street.
• Better parking by the post office so persons
are able to check their mail box.
• Between intersection of Penfield Road/
Sheedy Road and intersection of Brady
Street/Park Road - no parking as well - drop
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off only.
Indented parking.
Limit parking times
Parking on the road is okay but needs clearer
markings and should be restricted around
choke points.
Parking should be available on both sides of
the road.
Reduce the parking on the road as the
shopping centre is big enough and close
enough.
Remove the current parking along the
road and have sections of 90 degree angle
parking.
There is plenty of off-street parking. Onstreet parking not necessary.
Angled parking along the street would get
more spaces instead of parallel especially in
front of Woolies and post office.
Create better and more road-side parking.
More parking spaces.
Temporary on street parking.
There is enough parking on the main street
and pub.
Time limit on-street parking, particularly at
peak times e.g. lunch time.
We have ample parking I think.

PARK ROAD AND OLD PORT WAKEFIELD
ROAD INTERSECTION
• I think we need lights at the Park Road
intersection as visibility is very poor and it
gets very busy at school drop offs with traffic
going four different ways (next to post office).
• Park Road and Penfield Road intersection
onto Old Port Wakefield needs attention. Too
many blind spots due to parked cars near
Bendigo Bank.
• Possible roundabout /post office.
• Possibly a small roundabout at Park Road
and Old Port Wakefield Road to improve
flow.
• The intersection of Park Road/Old Port
Wakefield Road is hard to turn right due
to poor visibility (cars parked on the street
outside the Bendigo Bank).
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• Turning lanes on Park Road or left turn right
turn etc.
• Intersection at Post Office is dangerous.
• Exiting Park Road onto Main Street is
extremely difficult and dangerous as parked
cars in front of the bank block traffic visibility.
• Improve Park Road and Old Port Wakefield
Road because I witness many time near
accidents. This will worsen in the future if
more population moving in our area.
• Blind spot when leaving Park Road onto Old
Port Wakefield Road needs some thought
(parked cars block view to cross).
• Changes to Brady Street/Park Road/Old
Port Wakefield Road intersection. These are
dangerous as people don’t understand road
rules.
• Fixing the intersections.
• I’m not sure if a couple of roundabouts would
improve traffic movement?
• Make big roundabouts in the Main Street to
avoid accidents.
• Maybe traffic lights or roundabouts as it can
be hard to travel over the main street from
Park Road.
• More caution at the Park Road intersection
and street next to post office as turning right
is currently very dangerous.
• No right hand turns off Brady Street onto Old
Port Wakefield Road.
• Park Road intersection. Hard to exit out from
when vision is impaired by vehicles parked in
front of shooing centre/bank on main strip.
• Roundabout at Park Road and Old Port
Wakefield Road.
• Roundabouts and realign the roads of Park
Road/Brady Street/ Old Port Wakefield
Road.
• Square off the intersection.
• The intersection at the post office and Park
Road as it’s so busy at school pick up/drop
off.
• Increased visibility at crossroads.
• Lights would be much safer at the Park Road
intersection as turning right at busy times
of day is really difficult and hard to see past
parked cars outside the shopping centre.

• Perhaps bollards preventing parking so close
to the corner would help or convex mirrors
opposite to Park Road.
• Roundabout’s at key intersections.

OFF STREET PARKING
• Place a bitumen surface to the area adjacent
to the dentist/post office i.e. corner of Old
Port Wakefield Road and Angle Vale Road if
not planned for business area
• Proper parking and access around the Post
Office and the Dentist building.
• Sort out the messy arrangement exiting from
the new hotel car park!
• The land near the post office opposite the
Virginia Hotel needs to be part car park
and something else. It is an eyesore at the
moment.
• The post office car park, always uneven and
pot holes - bituminise.
• We need more easy access off street parking.
• Create better and more off-road parking.
• More parking spaces by using areas that
could possibly be turned into parking spaces.
• Off-street parking.
• Plus more parking.
• Post office car park should be bituminised for
extra public parking.
• Utilise vacant land adjacent post office for
off-street parking.
• Australia Post dirt car park needs major
upgrades/attention.
• Bituminise car park north of post office and
old hotel area.
• Designated parking areas - extend shopping
car park and pub car park.
• More parking spaces.
• We have ample parking I think.

REDUCED SPEED
•
•
•
•

25 kph speed limit.
25 kph speed limit.
40 kph road.
Lower the main street speed limit to 40 kph.
At either end of the Main Street (business
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area) have a nice big sign that says “slow”.
Many people drive over 50 kph.
Police speed enforcement at the edge of
town not half way down for revenue raising.
Reduce entry limit to Old Port Wakefield
Road to 60 kph.
Reduce speed limit.
Sign reduce speed.
Signs reduce speed.
Speed limit needs to be dropped.
Lower speed limit in this area.
Need speed humps to slow down.
This Main Street should be 40 kph zone.
Maybe a speed hump near the shops would
slow down people driving.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• A pedestrian crossing would be useful from
the shops across to the surgery and eateries.
• Crossing as its quite dangerous crossing.
• Make it safe for the people crossing the road
and easier for the drivers to see pedestrians.
• Maybe just a normal zebra crossing. No
traffic lights.
• Pedestrian crossing so easy to go access to
post office.
• Two pedestrian crossings along Main Street.
• We had a traffic light for crossing the road 30
years ago. Then some very bright spark took
them away. Maybe it’s time to bring them
back.
• Would be good to have more pedestrian
crossings on the street. The only one really
used or available is the one near the medical
centre and even then it’s not a proper
crossing.
• More pedestrian crossings.
• A crosswalk, maybe 2, one nearer northern
side of the township nearer the clinic/
Institute.
• Pedestrian crossings.
• An upgrade to the pedestrian walk to the
doctors is needed.
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ROAD WIDTH
• Wider road (x4 respondents)).
• Road widths and widen side of road in the
town by twelve metres for better future
roads, parking and access.
• Safety for everyone - wider street.
• Significantly wider road needed.
• Wider roads especially in the area near
bank/ post office.
• Make the road width smaller.

BETTER SIGNAGE
• Make it easier to drive. Signage, easier
parking, policing.
• More signage.
• Putting up road signs and at least yellow
warning lights.
• Signs and lines.
• Clearer signage for parking.
• Directional signage.
• Good signage.

ROAD CONDITION AND MARKINGS
• Better kerbing and gutters.
• I don’t have an issue with this, however the
roads need re-surfacing.
• Better line work.
• Re-lay roads.
• Tidy up line marking etc.
• Road markings.

DISABILITY ACCESS
• Have enough carparks for everyone
especially disabled.
• Disability parking.
• More wheelchair accessible parks.
• More wheelchair parking.
• Wheelchair access.
• Disabled parking.
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NO CHANGE
•
•
•
•

I don’t have issues with these things.
I think the traffic movement in Virginia is fine.
It’s all good, don’t change it.
Traffic is currently fine, and parking is
plentiful in current state
• Traffic movement is fine.
• Works fine now.

SHOPPING CENTRE CAR PARK ENTRY/
EXIT POINT
• Blocking car park access to Woolworths from
Main Street. Patrons can access car park
from side street.
• Driving out of Woolworths car park onto
Old Port Wakefield Road is very dangerous needs looking at.
• Main issues are entry/exit from shopping
centre. It’s difficult to see with existing
trees and parked cars - especially between
driveway and Sheedy intersection.
• Supermarket car park entry.
• Turning lane into Woolworths car park.
Remove no standing on eastern side of
Woolworths shopping centre as no-one
complies.
• Turning lanes into/out of the shopping
centre.

TRAFFIC ACCESS
• Have clear vision on road outlets and entries.
• Traffic flow.
• Do not restrict the Main Street by adding
lights.
• Provide turning lanes.
• Remove the island adjacent to the Virginia
pub.
• There are too many roads in the 500m strip
between Gawler Road and Penfield Road.

STORMWATER DRAINAGE

• Make sure the road surface is maintained,
gutters i.e. water not over the road. It’s
terrible at times plus it’s not only from Sheedy
Road. What about further toward the road
and footpaths from Port Wakefield Road to
Sheedy. It’s a disgrace.
• Improve drainage as roads often flood.
• Improve drainage as there are several points
where there is water over the road and it’s
really unsafe.

GENERAL COMMENTS
• I leave that to the experts.
• I’m happy with your decisions in that area. All
seem fine.
• Not sure.
• Do not build cycling lanes as this will reduce
parking access and times, hurting small
business.

GAWLER ROAD AND OLD PORT
WAKEFIELD ROAD INTERSECTION
• Right hand turn lane required to turn into
Gawler Road and Penfield Road.
• The Gawler Road intersection is difficult to
navigate at times. We suggest a roundabout
here.
• Roundabouts at the intersections could
help traffic flow at peak times, especially at
Gawler Road intersection.
• Roundabout to be installed at Gawler Road
intersection, due to increase in high traffic
volumes and blind spots.

HEAVY VEHICLES
• Divert heavy traffic.
• Keep heavy vehicles from turning into side
streets near post office.
• Keep large vehicles to a minimum.
• No semi-trailers in main street and Brady
Street.

• Fix flood issues.
• Fix the drainage!
47

VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
• Move the bus stop to mall entrance.
• Provide a community bus.
• Bus stop incorporated for future use, north
and south bound.

SHEEDY ROAD
• High priority to improving Sheedy Road.
Unsafe for walking as path level with road
and cars do in excess of 50 kph.
• Surfacing of Sheedy Road to Port Wakefield
Road to provide an alternative safe exit from
the new development. Both will improve
traffic movements.
• Traffic improvements. Sheedy Road upgrade.

STREET LIGHTING
• More street lights - use solar.
• Improve lighting at the intersections.

BIKE LANES
• Segregate pedestrians and cycles from road
traffic.
• More bike paths.

CENTRE MEDIAN ISLAND
• Include a medium strip to prevent tail gating
and overtaking.
• Median strip in the middle of the road.

EXTENDED FOOTPATHS (OUTSIDE OF
PROJECT SCOPE)
• More walk paths.

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• More trees for shade.

BUCKLAND ROAD
• Seal Buckland Road. The dust pollution in our
rainwater is making us SICK.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING APPEARANCE AND
LANDSCAPING
‘What are your suggestions for improving appearance and landscaping within the 		
street?’
241 suggestions were put forward by 151 respondents and are all included below.
Number of suggestions within each topic/group
Trees and landscaping

111

Footpaths

22

Street aesthetics

20

Street art

18

Business frontages and diversity

12

Street lighting

9

Seating

7

Outdoor dining

6

Stormwater drainage

5

Playspaces for children

3

Development of vacant block(s)

3

On-street parking

3

Undergrounding of power lines

2

Entry statement

2

No change

2

Design advice

1

Family friendly

1

Safer street

1

Centre median island

1

Road condition

1

Sheedy Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection

1

Dog park

1

Digital technology

1

Bike lanes

1

Material selection

1

Off-street parking

1

Public toilets

1

Road width

1

Pedestrian crossings

1

Street bins

1

Bollards

1
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TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• Low maintenance trees (x3 respondents)
• As long as they stay small trees with little
maintenance.
• Better landscaping, more trees.
• Better trees and shrubs.
• Boulevard of tall overhanging trees.
• Clear some trees that are an old problem.
New trees in placement.
• Colour, colour and more colour. Flowery
plants and shrubs to bring the street alive
in spring. Jacaranda trees are beautiful,
elegant and stunning trees that embrace the
Main Street. They will bring visitors from afar:
www.bhg.com.au/where-to-see-jacarandatrees-australia.
• Colourful trees and flower boxes.
• Colourful, evergreen trees and shrubs that
can be easily maintained.
• Do not focus on native plants regardless
of appearance. Leave enough room for
tree trunks to grow preventing damage to
footpaths and surrounding car parks.
• Existing Bottle trees are out of place in
Virginia. Have grown and encroached
footpaths. A low maintenance landscape
would be more practical.
• Flower box arrangements always look nice.
Easy to move if necessary and inexpensive to
replace plants when they die. Just need some
kind of automatic watering system.
• Fresh look by means of landscaping new
trees.
• Fruit trees, more greenery and flowers.
• Get rid of Bottle trees and put smaller trees
that don’t lift up pavers.
• Get rid of current trees.
• Get rid of existing large trees and add plants
that are aesthetically pleasing.
• Get rid of existing trees and make footpath
level. Will help elderly and prams.
• Get rid of old trees, broken pavers. A nice
hedge the length of the shopping centre
front. Fresh shrubs/trees.
• Get rid of the trees destroying the footpaths.
• Get rid of the Bottle trees. They are
50

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

destroying the very little footpath there is.
Accident waiting to happen.
Get rid of those big trees that are pushing up
the footpaths and put nice even paths down.
Get rid of those fat trees - so ugly.
Get rid of those fat ugly Bottle trees that
crack the footpaths and kerbs. Also they
create a blind spot for approaching cars.
Green deciduous trees - not native green
hedges. Better landscaping.
Green/lawned open areas Flower boxes/
shrubs.
Greenery that is maintained.
Having better landscaping in the Main Street
would make it more of a modern suburb,
which would attract more people.
I like the trees along the footpath, they are
well established and a little unique to our
town. Blossoms always look good - not sure
about planter boxes? They sometimes attract
rubbish.
I love the Bottle trees but they are causing
the footpaths to buckle. Replace with a raised
garden with a tree in the planter box. Have
colourful plants in the Main Street.
If the trees that are finally growing are not
suitable now - why was there such a fuss
putting them there in the first place? Need
proper future planning for the tree size
and placement. Use only small trees with
minimum root problems.
It needs more greenery with maybe hedges,
shrubs, flowers to make it more attractive
and family friendly.
Keep the existing trees.
Large trees with a good canopy cover - use
of colour and contrasting plants - more trees
and plants.
Lots more large shady trees Lots more
flower beds etc .
Low maintenance plants.
Make the street colourful like plant trees
that are colourful like jacaranda tree (purple
flowering tree). So when it’s on season it will
look good on the main street.
Maybe don’t plant trees with a lot of roots,
maybe only hedging and shrubs.
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• Modern green trees - appealing. Native
shrubs and plants (not gum trees).
• More greenery landscape but no gum trees.
• More modern landscaping.
• More taller trees to provide shade and
interest. More greenery e.g. grass or
plantings along the footpath.
• More trees and landscaping along the street.
• More trees and shrubs. Create appearance
similar to Tanunda or Hahndorf. Evergreen
trees and shrubs (flowering).
• More trees for shade.
• More trees.
• Neat and tidy Australian natives.
• Neat, low maintenance trees.
• New street trees.
• New tree-lined street. Current trees are
overgrown and ugly. Tall tree with leaves for
shading. Lots of colour and vibrant.
• New trees with nice foliage.
• Nice modern looking trees and shrubs.
• Palm trees, more landscape and gardening
any trees will do.
• Parks, flowers, low shrubs to not hinder
visibility.
• Plant tall growing shade trees Improve
park with landscaping and public amenities
Colourful garden beds and planters.
• Planter boxes along the street.
• Planting nicer shrubs and plants, getting
rid of the big trees that rip up the paths and
keeping on top of the maintenance of this.
• Planting shady trees and shrubs between the
parking spots and leaving the footpaths clear
for pedestrian traffic.
• Plants that are slow growing and easy to
maintain, that are native to South Australia.
Evergreen trees and shrubs for minimal
mess.
• Plants.
• Removal of big ugly trees and plant more
smaller trees and shrubs.
• Remove and discard trees - not suited for
road edge. Trees like main street of Mawson
Lakes.
• Remove and relocate Bottle brush trees and
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replant with London plane trees (no gum
trees) to improve appearance and shade.
Remove big trees and open everything up.
Remove bottle trees and replace with
appropriate noninvasive species.
Remove current trees and replace with new
shrubs.
Remove current trees, they are causing too
many problems.
Remove existing trees.
Remove old trees and plant new ones.
Remove the Bottle trees. I don’t think new
street trees are something to be concerned
about, yet.
Remove the bottle trees, they are pushing
up the paving making it dangerous to walk
on the footpaths. The beautiful ash trees
are being neglected - they need the shoots
removed from below the bud union.
Remove the huge trees that cause blind spots
and plant more friendly trees.
Remove trees from main street, more
damage etc. roots lift up pavers, cement.
Remove trees not suited to streetscapes replant trees that won’t destroy pavers or
roads.
Replace current trees.
Replace existing trees with some shrubs and
street art.
Replace old trees with new, good shade trees.
Similar trees to Golden Grove.
Small evergreen shrubs that will not block
vision when coming out onto main street
from shops.
Smaller trees to improve vision.
Some nicer trees, ornamental pears and
some small garden beds. You could get
school involved to help plant some flowers/
plants or display artwork.
Taking care of the trees and plants,
maintaining its appearance for a more lively
and green environment.
Tall, hardy deciduous trees with colour in
autumn, shade in summer, that don’t block
traffic view.
The landscaping is terrible.
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• The one thing Virginia has is the bottle trees.
They have raised the paving stones but this
could be corrected. Keep the trees.
• The trees that Virginia has are old but they
look good but have made all the footpaths
come up. So put in some trees that are not
going to destroy what you put down and try
to relocate the old trees.
• Trees and shrubs
• Trees that don’t drop their leaves too much
(leaf litter).
• Trees to provide a nice shade canopy as
it is mostly hot and dry here. No horrible
gum trees, something functional that looks
nicer/European. Not too much fuss as it’s an
agricultural country town.
• Trees with fat trunks need to be removes.
Landscaping does not need to be elaborate.
• Trees.
• Use of native and low maintenance plants
and shrubs.
• Using shrubs or trees which do not restrict
visibility at intersections.
• Utilising better plant selections.
• Vibrant plants - sidewalk landscaping.
• We like the bottle trees. Please keep them or
relocate them into the park.
• Appropriate landscaping.
• Installation of good water-wise landscaping.
Themed around “SA Food Bowl” - hub of
horticulture.
• Just upgrade landscaping.
• Palm trees always look wonderful and
appealing.
• Plane tree planting for summer shade.
• Plenty of garden areas.
• Pull out those trees that have destroyed the
footpath. Put nicer shrubs and trees.
• Remove existing Bottle trees but replant
elsewhere. (They are worth a lot of money!)
• Better greenery.
• Install London plane trees for shade.
• More landscaping throughout the street.
• New landscaping.
• Preferably trees that have smaller trunks.
The current trees take up a large amount of
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pedestrian space and I feel like I’m squeezing
past the ones with the rounded trunks.

FOOTPATHS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Fix footpath.
New footpaths and kerbing.
New paving
Smooth flat paths.
Wide footpaths with landscaping.
Better paths.
Fix the foot path.
Get rid of existing trees and make footpath
level. Will help elderly and prams.
Get rid of those big trees that are pushing up
the footpaths and put nice even paths down.
Good footpaths more important.
Improve footpaths. When walking if pushers
wheels jam due to lifting elderly can’t see if
not even.
Is ok now except for eyesore footpaths.
Like to see footpaths and trees down to the
oval.
Neat footpaths - even and nicely paved.
New footpaths.
Paving.
Repair damage to footpaths and car parks
already damaged by existing trees.
The one thing Virginia has is the Bottle trees.
They have raised the paving stones but this
could be corrected.
Wider footpaths.
Wider more inviting foot paths.
Patterned pavements.
Replace footpath bricks.

STREET AESTHETICS
• A fresh, modern look.
• Anything is an improvement - don’t make it
too modern.
• General tidy-up of the street including shop
fronts and signage.
• Just clean it up!
• Just making the street a nice place to take a
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walk.
Keep it simple.
Keeping the street clean and I think it should
be improved much more beyond desired.
Make it look better than what it is!! It needs
to be attractive and modern.
Make it more uniform and matching.
Modern appearance.
More modern feel.
Needs a face lift to look pretty and colourful.
The town looks like a working community
which is great but needs a face lift.
Perhaps a design similar to Prospect Road
less the over-the-top art.
Tidy up neatly.
Keep it simple and easy to maintain.
Modern clean appearance - examples
include The Parade, Norwood; King William
Road; Gawler Main Street.
Less bitumen/concrete and give it a softer
look.
More visually appealing Main Street.
Neat gardens. Improved shop fronts.
Putting the “picture” together, at the moment
its looks like a mess. No harmony and easy
flow as a pedestrian.

STREET ART
• Street art (x2 respondents).
• Artwork (x2 respondents).
• Perhaps a design similar to Prospect Road
less the over-the-top art.
• Placing multicultural art work representing a
wide multi-community.
• Replace existing trees with some shrubs and
street art.
• Street art not necessary.
• Street art or some sort of art is a must have!
• Virginia has a history of multi-culture and
farming. Perhaps you can engage local
artists and sculptures to create art works
around this theme. Encourage local school
students.
• Include new art works which are relevant to
the history of the township.

• Sculptures.
• A statue or feature highlighting the area’s
agricultural input for the state.
• Add more artwork.
• Art work to reflect the multicultural diversity
of Virginia.
• Art.
• Installation of modern artwork. Themed
around “SA Food Bowl” - hub of horticulture.
• Lots of murals and horticultural machinery
art (but not of the cliché type).

BUSINESS FRONTAGES AND DIVERSITY
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

Better shop fronts.
Buildings need face lift.
Clean up old buildings.
Freshen the build facades.
I think the buildings look old, more so than
the landscape, particularly on the western
side of the main street.
What a new development looks like in
the North, that’s what Virginia needs. The
shopping centre is dated, the restaurants
allowed to be there dirty and bring no
ambience to the area. There isn’t a clean,
modern place to have a coffee with your
family that isn’t the pub.
A more modern look would be beneficial.
Woolworths could be improved - the
entrance is very tired. Any new work would
have to tie in with the new pub as in plants,
shrubs and appeal.
Get rid of Geradis building - needs a face-lift.
Make Woolies shopping centre tidy up.
The shopping centre owners need to
encouraged to update the facility currently
it is tired and ugly. Especially the exterior,
The current area is not appealing to any new
business or cafes.
Clean up old looking buildings and have old
house in Main Street tidy up.
Fresh paint on buildings.
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STREET LIGHTING
•
•
•
•
•

More lighting (x2).
Improve street lights.
New lighting.
Post top light poles not SAPN Stobie poles.
Put some nice street lighting in. So scary
walking around Main Street at night.
Wouldn’t even like to walk from Woolies to
the Mobile servo at night.
• Lights.
• Street lighting.

SEATING
• Like seats to be placed in street and shade
trees and raised plant boxes and rubbish bins.
• Areas to sit.
• More benches
• Seating and shade for people requiring it.
• Space for more benches and seating would
be good.
• Include benches for seating.
• Seating.

OUTDOOR DINING
• Creation of outdoor seating areas for cafes
and restaurants
• More outdoorsy cafes with outdoor seating
and tables for friends and families to enjoy.
• Open space (in front of shopping centre)
could be used for “street cafe”.
• Outdoor cafes.
• Outdoor eating areas .
• Plane tree planting for summer shade.
Encourage outdoor eating.

STORMWATER DRAINAGE
•
•
•
•

Fix road drains.
Fix the drainage!
Is ok now except for flooding.
Improve the stormwater so it doesn’t pool in
the main street.
• Drainage a must.
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PLAYSPACES FOR CHILDREN
• Nice green grassed areas and maybe new
and exciting play space.
• A playground.
• Improve Virginia Institute park. It’s not familyfriendly. Perhaps a fenced playground area
with BBQ facilities or even a dog park.

DEVELOPMENT OF VACANT BLOCK(S)
• Get rid of that stinky grass block that’s fenced
off at the petrol station. It’s disgusting.
• Getting rid of the fenced off grass area across
from the petrol station next to Woolies’ car
park. Smells so bad. It’s an eyesore.
• Something needs to be done with the vacant
block on the corner of Sheedy and Old Port
Wakefield roads.

ON-STREET PARKING
• No parking along the main street would do
wonders and give great appeal. You can’t
see people eating, the improved footpaths,
vegetation, if cars continue to be allowed to
park there.
• Angle parking.
• No parking in front of shopping centre/bank,
the Woolies parking area is huge - shouldn’t
have to park in the Main Street.

UNDERGROUNDING OF POWER LINES
• All overhead cables underground.
• Install all power lines under ground.

ENTRY STATEMENT
• The entrance to Virginia is absolutely
disgusting. There needs to be more signs as
you enter.
• The start of Virginia Grove should be where a
vast improvement is made when driving into
the town.

NO CHANGE
• Don‘t care!!
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• Not important

DESIGN ADVICE
• Seek opinions and photos from similar size
community friendly councils and have them
assessed by designers for the best results.

FAMILY FRIENDLY
• More family friendly.

SAFER STREET
• Not just prettier - safer too!

CENTRE MEDIAN ISLAND
• A medium strip with street trees and
landscaping.

ROAD CONDITION
• No pavers on the road got enough pot holes
and bumps in roads now.

SHEEDY ROAD AND OLD PORT
WAKEFIELD ROAD INTERSECTION
• A nice roundabout at Sheedy, Penfield and
Old Port Wakefield Road.

MATERIALS
• Making clever use of recycled materials.
Organic materials such as wood, steel, iron,
stone.

OFF-STREET PARKING
• More off road car parking.

PUBLIC TOILETS
• Public toilets

ROAD WIDTH
• Wider road.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• Safer walking and crossing the street.

STREET BINS
• Like seats to be placed in street and shade
trees and raised plant boxes and rubbish bins.

BOLLARDS
• Timber or feature long life bollards.

DOG PARK
• Could do with a dog park somewhere in the
area.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
• Smart poles with digital way finding (at
intersections) make use of space currently
available before we get built out.

BIKE LANES
• No bike lane needed, we don’t have
anywhere else to ride. Keep that in Virginia
Grove away from the main road!
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE VIRGINIA INSTITUTE PARK
‘What are your suggestions for improving the Virginia Institute Park
230 suggestions were put forward by 128 respondents and are all included below.
Number of suggestions within each topic/group
Stormwater drainage
Play spaces for children
BBQ facilities
Seating
Trees and landscaping
Public toilets
Family Friendly
Shelter
Markets
No change
Improved parking area
Improved maintenance and facilities
Dog park
Lighting
Water feature
Street art
Community garden
Improved presentation
Age friendly
Bird life
Increased size
Rebuild and improve
Skate park
General comments
Signage
Coffee shop
Repaint
Pedestrian crossings
Post office
Visitor centre
Sheedy Road and Old Port Wakefield Road intersection
Fitness equipment
BMX track
Change name
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30
27
20
19
15
12
10
10
9
9
8
7
6
6
5
5
4
4
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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STORMWATER DRAINAGE
• Better drainage (x2 respondents).
• Improve drainage (x2 respondents).
• Better drainage or make the area that
always floods a proper water collection point.
• Better drainage where it floods.
• Better drainage, the park is usually a pond in
the cooler months.
• Divert the run-off water that pools next to
the park.
• Do something with drainage.
• Enlarge and improve car park due to
flooding.
• Enlarge and repair public carpark from
flooding for tourists.
• Fill in the lake (low spot) caused by
stormwater run-off.
• Fill in the low areas.
• Filling up the water swamp.
• Fix flood zone car park.
• Fix stormwater and stop flooding.
• Fix swampy lake car park south east of
Institute building. Floods at a cough of rain.
• Forget about that! Fix the drainage!
• Level it so it doesn’t flood!
• Making use of better drainage alongside
Penfield Road. It doesn’t look nice when
there is a big pool of water there.
• Not much in my opinion. Just stormwater to
prevent flooding of the park and everywhere
else in Virginia.
• Sort out the drainage, it looks like a pond for
most of winter.
• Stop it becoming a lake.
• Stop it flooding.
• To upgrade the parking area off Penfield
Road to make it more inviting and to help
with drainage so it doesn’t turn into a lake
when it rains.
• Drainage of pond/car park area on Penfield
Road.
• Fix water logging.
• Floods.
• The park floods in small amounts of rain.
• A car park that doesn’t flood.

PLAY SPACES FOR CHILDREN
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Playground (x6 respondents).
Fence it off and add a playground.
Fencing it in and small space for nature play.
Kids playground.
Low fence and playground for younger
children (under 3) as oval playground suits 3+
years.
Nature play park.
New playground.
Not sure - but add some items kids can enjoy.
Playground be handy when hire hall.
Playground for young kids with families.
Some play equipment?
A little play area.
Children’s play area to encourage families
into the outdoors.
Install playground.
More modern for kids to play on over the
years.
Play area for the kids.
Possible small playground.
A small playground would be nice.
In the park at Elizabeth Grove just off
Woodford Road there is a caged play area
with small soccer goals ideal for kids to kick a
ball within a safe compound.
Play area.
Playground would encourage children and
families into the street.
Sensory playground.

BBQ FACILITIES
•
•
•
•
•

BBQ area (x8 respondents).
BBQ facility (x2 respondents)
A BBQ so people can actually use the area.
Covered areas (BBQ).
Electric BBQs for travellers to use when
passing through so they can have a break
and hopefully spend some money in the town
or put BBQ down at oval with signage to
alert travellers.
• Perhaps a BBQ area.
57

VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

• Picnic tables x 2 or 3 + BBQ facilities.
• Public BBQs and outdoor eating areas would
improve usability.
• BBQ outlets.
• Coin operated barbecue.
• New undercover area with BBQ facilities.
• Seating and BBQ areas.

SEATING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Seats (x2 respondents).
Benches.
Could do with a face-lift and more seating.
Make sure there’s seating.
More Lion benches please.
More modern seating.
More seating.
Outdoor seating.
Lawn and seating.
Comfortable seating.
Install park benches.
Outdoor seating.
Paths and seats.
Seating areas.
Extra seating.
Luscious grass and seating area.
Plenty of seats and shade.
Sheltered seating.

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• Fresh grass.
• Leave gum trees as they are World War I
memorial park.
• Luscious grass, plants, shrubs and irrigation.
• More landscaping.
• New plants.
• Plenty of green.
• Use a Landscape Architect.
• Visually appealing landscaping,
• Would like 2 gum trees planted in memory of
two of the local men who were in World War
I. They are missing eastern side opposite self
defence building.
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• New landscaping.
• Add more suitable trees.
• Grass areas and colourful planted flower
beds-make it more inviting.
• Lawns and landscape.
• More shrubs.
• Planting flowers that would brighten up the
space.

PUBLIC TOILETS
•
•
•
•

Public toilets (x6 respondents).
Build a decent unisex toilet.
Build unisex toilets with signage.
Only thing that is required is toilets and at
southern end of memorial tree plantings.
• Build toilet facilities on the grounds for use by
visitors to the park/township.
• Public loos with wheelchair access.

FAMILY FRIENDLY
• A relaxing and family friendly space.
• Creating a space where families can enjoy a
picnic.
• Family oriented.
• Make it a family friendly place.
• Make it central focus - family friendly.
• Make it family friendly.
• Make it more enticing for kids/families.
• Making it a pretty space to sit and relax and
for kids to enjoy.
• Family friendly
• Make it more family-friendly, somewhere
for young children to play and old residents/
visitors to sit and relax.

SHELTER
• Keep the historic feel but install some
shelters.
• More shelter.
• Shade structure/rotunda and picnic tables.
• Sheltered gazebos.
• Some undercover areas.
• Weather protection (shade).
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•
•
•
•

More shade.
Shade shelter and picnic area.
Shelter.
Maybe more shade.

MARKETS
• Once a month markets in summer (x3
respondents).
• In summer can do a once a month Saturday
market for our wonderful produce, foods, for
either inside the Institute Park and that would
showcase our wonderful and dedicated
growers what we grow.
• Markets in summer once a month.
• Monthly markets would allow for the park to
be actually used.
• It would be a great area for a little monthly
farmers’ market where local growers can
bring their fresh produce to sell and all the
local nannas can make cakes and jam
• Markets once a month.
• Would be a convenient place to hold grower
market stalls and community awareness
area.

NO CHANGE
• No change (x3 respondents)
• Didn’t realise it needed improving to be
honest.
• I think this park is fine.
• It’s fine as it is!
• It’s good enough as it is. The new lights and
fence look great.
• Stop wasting money on Park, no-one uses it.
• Think the park is fine.

IMPROVED PARKING AREA
• Better car parking.
• Drive through exit to the rear making it
easier to exit.
• More entry options, parking is limited when
functions are on.
• Car parking.
• Enlarge and Improve car park include public

toilets rubbish points for tourists with motor
homes and caravans.
• Improved car park.
• Enlarge and repair public carpark from
flooding for tourists.
• Keep the parking at the southern end but
make it more defined.

IMPROVED MAINTENANCE AND
FACILITIES
• Pruning the trees (x2 respondents).
• Improve facilities.
• Keep gum trees trimmed and safe from
falling limbs.
• Keep up maintenance.
• Looks neglected and unused.
• Regular maintenance.

DOG PARK
•
•
•
•

Dog park (x2 respondents).
Turn it into a dog park.
Dog park for dogs.
Make a skate and bike park and dog park
instead of using football oval which fills up
with dog poo.
• Perhaps a dog park? If not there, at the oval
area.

LIGHTING
•
•
•
•

Lighting (x3 respondents).
Adding lights.
Better lighting.
Improved lighting.

WATER FEATURE
• You could do a nice duck pond or water
feature.
• Water feature.
• Water feature.
• Water park or zen garden.
• Have a water feature where the water pools
on the ground.
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STREET ART
• Perhaps a large board with a mural painted
on it.
• Art work to include history and images of
township.
• Inject some colour and vibrancy with flower
and/or mural.
• Sculptures.
• A statue would be nice but NOT abstract.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
• Communal veggie patch.
• Community garden so we can grow veggies/
herbs etc.
• I highly suggest a proper Virginia Community
Garden to bring members of the community
together.
• Community garden.

IMPROVED PRESENTATION
• Make it more functional and attractive.
• Making it look modern.
• Never used it. Sorry can’t comment but park
area could do with spruce up. Especially in
front of car park area.
• Update.

AGE FRIENDLY
• More things for the older members of
Virginia.
• This one I don’t know - maybe something for
the older generation.

BIRD LIFE
• Remove the little corellas that destroy the
gum trees. These birds need to be removed
as they are damaging trees including our
almond trees.
• Less big trees for corellas to eat away.

INCREASED SIZE
• Make bigger.
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• Make it a little bit bigger.

REBUILD AND IMPROVE
• Knock it down, build bigger and useful.
• Needs pulling up and redoing. Much better
parking required.

SKATE PARK
• Skate park (x2 respondents).

GENERAL COMMENTS
• Don’t use it.
• To me it’s not a relaxing space being on a
busy intersection.

SIGNAGE
• Signage.
• Good signage and amenities of the town.

COFFEE SHOP
• Add a cafe with a lounge of some sort.
• Maybe a small coffee shop. Make it a place
of meeting for locals, something fun and
vibrant.

REPAINT
• Paint job.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
• Pedestrian crossing.

POST OFFICE
• How about a bigger post office as the area is
growing.

VISITOR CENTRE
• Relocate it into a decent size park in Virginia.
Turn existing park into a visitor information
centre and directory with a proper off-road
parking area.
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SHEEDY ROAD AND OLD PORT
WAKEFIELD ROAD INTERSECTION
• Not sure, except for a roundabout at Sheedy,
Penfield and Old Port Wakefield Road.

FITNESS EQUIPMENT
• Put an outdoor gym there.

BMX TRACK
• BMX bike track.

CHANGE NAME
• Change the name! Unsure on this one. I do
think the people of Virginia need a park or
reserve to pay their respects on Anzac Day.
Such a shame there isn’t somewhere to do
this in the township.
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EXAMPLES OF OTHER PLACES THAT YOU THINK COULD
INFORM THE UPGRADE OF THE VIRGINIA MAIN STREET
The last question asked in the survey was:

‘‘Do you have any other examples of other places (e.g. main streets, towns, parks) 		
which you think could inform the upgrade of the Virginia Main Street? What do you 		
like about these examples’
With regard to qualifying responses:
• 117 of the respondents left this question blank.
• 32 of the respondents made only either general comments regarding the project or identified
preferred street design elements, and therefore these answers were excluded from the statistics
shown below.
• 70 respondents named an example place or street, as shown on the chart below.
Full ‘verbatim’ comments for each of the streets / locations named are also provided on the following
pages.
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Tanunda main street
Two Wells main street
Prospect Road
Gawler main street
Hahndorf main street
Kadina main street
Nuriootpa (Barossa Valley)
Stirling main street
The Parade, Norwood
Golden Grove
Mawson Lakes
Peachey Road (Munno Parra)
Other towns in the area
Wagga Wagga main street (NSW)
Adelaide Hills townships
Angaston main street
Carisbrooke Park (Salisbury)
Civic Park (Modbury)
Design Guides
Fremont Park (Elizabeth)
Henley Square redevelopment
King William Road (Hyde Park)
Mayes Road (Virginia)
Mount Barker
North Terrace (Adelaide)
Penfield Road
Playford Alive (Playford)
Renmark main street
Roy Marten Reserve (Taperoo)
Rundle Mall
Scandinavian / Dutch towns
St Clair redevelopment
Tea Tree Plaza outdoor plaza area
Victor Harbour main street
West Beach Road (West Beach)
Greenwith

11
8
6
4
4
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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TANUNDA MAIN STREET
• Main Street and entrance to Tanunda - very
clean, inviting with manicured gardens.
• Tanunda - clean and well set out. Our Main
Street should be a statement for a lot of
successful businesses in the area.
• Tanunda - greenery is welcoming.
• Tanunda. Attractive, neat, clean and
maintained.
• Tanunda entrance is beautiful and
welcoming.
• Tanunda Main Street - like the look - similar
style to Virginia Grove (modern).
• Tanunda inspires relaxation and peace.
• The entrance to Tanunda is very impressive,
so pretty - but a totally different entrance, still
worth a look.
• The Main Street needs a total face lift. There
needs to be rules to shop tenants to keep
footpaths clean. Tanunda is a clean, fresh
welcoming place and Virginia should be the
same. Selling Virginia as the fruit bowl of the
state could have great potential.
• Vibrancy of Tanunda is great example.
• Tanunda - however it is larger.

TWO WELLS MAIN STREET
• The Main Street of Two Wells. 1) Lots of street
parking and well marked. 2) Crepe myrtle
trees that have flowers and autumn foliage.
3) Pedestrian areas free to encourage
walking and pushing strollers/disabled
wheelchairs.
• Two Wells has a better streetscape than
Virginia
• Two Wells has a great small town country
feel.
• Two Wells looks great. Main Street has
character.
• Two Wells Main Street
• Two Wells Main Street may be old but it has
a lot of things going for it, a true local town!
We need more than Woollies, service stations
and Virginia Nursery to make people want
to stop. Support for small local business
opportunities to open shop fronts with lower

rates.
• Two Wells Main Street. Open Main Street
and it looks clean.
• Two Wells. The streets are wide and very
accessible.

PROSPECT ROAD
• Prospect Road (x 3 respondents).
• Prospect Road does very well incorporating
modern with family friendly, with seating,
lighting materials used and safety features
for pedestrians and traffic.
• Prospect Road: modern, nice street appeal,
lush, fresh, family friendly, lots of crossings.
• Prospect Road - I like that this place offers
shopping and eating experiences as well as a
look of nature.

GAWLER MAIN STREET
• Be original, become the gateway to the north
(Gawler, Barossa etc)
• Gawler - however it is larger.
• Gawler. Attractive, neat, clean, maintained.
• Gawler Main Street is functional.

HAHNDORF MAIN STREET
• Hahndorf.
• Love the look and atmosphere along the
main street at Hahndorf. Plenty of trees
providing lots of shade and foliage year
round. Plenty of parking, cafes, eateries etc
• Main Street of Hahndorf. Traditional,
welcoming and had a fun feel with lost of
parking and crossings.
• Hahndorf inspires relaxation and peace.

KADINA MAIN STREET
• Kadina main street (x2 respondents).
• Main street Kadina.

NURIOOPTA (BAROSSA VALLEY)
• Nurioopta
• Nurioopta, Barossa. It’s just beautiful and
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appealing. Virginia needs this warmth. How
can people invest property in Virginia if the
township is basic and not appealing to the
eye.
• Be original, become the gateway to the north
(Gawler, Barossa etc)

STIRLING MAIN STREET
• Stirling main street - beautiful trees and
footpaths - lots of shade in summer. Outdoor
cafe areas are inviting and parks well
manicured.
• Stirling main street-ambience Two wells
main street-functional and has character.
• The Main Street needs a total face lift. There
needs to be rules to shop tenants to keep
footpaths clean. Stirling is a clean, fresh
welcoming places and Virginia should be the
same.

THE PARADE, NORWOOD
• Any other streets where the footpaths,
drainage and streetscapes are clean and
maintained. I like Norwood Parade because
of the shaded areas created by the trees.
• Norwood main street is more pedestrian
friendly.
• The Parade, Norwood. I like that this place
offers shopping and eating experiences as
well as a look of nature.

GOLDEN GROVE
• Golden Grove.
• Golden Grove has nice trees and landscaping.

MAWSON LAKES
• Mawson Lakes - family and social friendly.
Also landscaping, pleasing to the eye.
• Mawson Lakes for the modern look.

PEACHEY ROAD (MUNNO PARRA)
• Peachey Road.
• Yes - Peachey Road upgrade looks amazing.
Shopping complex is vibrant and clean.
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OTHER TOWNS IN THE AREA
• Many smaller country towns have better
signage and public visitor appeal than we
have. We hear all the time about the area
being so important to SA yet we lack basic
facilities for our visitors.
• View other towns in the area and obtain
other councils’ recommendations.

WAGGA WAGGA MAIN STREET (NSW)
• Wagga Wagga

ADELAIDE HILLS TOWNSHIPS
• Look at some of the hills townships as to
what they did after highway diverted traffic.

ANGASTON MAIN STREET
• Angaston - it is a leafy street and has plenty
of street parking with a bicycle lane.

CARISBROOKE PARK (SALISBURY)
• Carisbrooke Park - lots of different things to
do - BBQ, skate park, dog park, playground,
picnic area, exercise circuit.

CIVIC PARK (MODBURY)
• Civic park opposite TTP looks nice, Nice
lighting, good playground, nice walking track
and large grass area to play.

DESIGN GUIDES
• See “Main Streets - a best practice guide”
from Property Council of Australia. Ones
with a large tree canopy/tree lines with
simple/clean styling - easier to maintain so it
will look good always.

FREMONT PARK (ELIZABETH)
• Fremont Park at Elizabeth.
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HENLEY SQUARE REDEVELOPMENT
• Henley Square upgrade.

KING WILLIAM ROAD (HYDE PARK)
• Walking strip on both sides up to new
development. Like King William Road.

MAYES ROAD (VIRGINIA)
• Mayes Road Virginia (no mains water
infrastructure) been using bore water for
over 50 years.

MOUNT BARKER
• Mount Barker seems to have some character
with the new housing developments (similar
to Virginia Grove). Young people coming in
need to feel connected - not just long time
residents.

NORTH TERRACE (ADELAIDE)
• Like North Terrace, Adelaide in front of
Library and Museum. Lots of trees, benches,
green area (lawn, shrubs).

PENFIELD ROAD
• Penfield Road needs major work done i.e.
street lights.

PLAYFORD ALIVE (PLAYFORD)
• Playford Alive - it’s very modern, inviting and
caters towards everyone.

RUNDLE MALL
• Rundle Mall.

SCANDINAVIAN / DUTCH TOWNS
• Lots of eco-friendly examples can be copied
from Scandinavian and Dutch towns.

ST CLAIR REDEVELOPMENT
• St Clair development.

TEA TREE PLAZA OUTDOOR PLAZA AREA
• The new upgrade to the outdoor area at
Tea Tree Plaza is amazing and has a great
atmosphere with their water gardens,
play ground and gazebo. Virginia should
create something unique and out of the box.
Festoon lighting always looks nice.

VICTOR HARBOUR MAIN STREET
• Victor harbour. Good traffic flow with a mix
of street art, cafes and people wandering.

WEST BEACH ROAD (WEST BEACH)
• West Beach Road, West Beach. Use of large
trees, improved drainage, increased garden
beds, improved parking. City of Charles
Sturt/West Torrens Council.

GREENWITH (TEA TREE GULLY)
• Greenwith.

RENMARK MAIN STREET
• Renmark main street is very appealing with
the medium strip and the landscaping.

ROY MARTEN RESERVE (TAPEROO)
• Need a dog park here - look at Roy Marten
at Taperoo.
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OTHER COMMENTS OR FEEDBACK
As an open-ended question to finish the survey, respondents were asked:

‘Do you have any other comments or feedback relating to the Virginia Main Street?
The open-ended comments were grouped into categories and are included in full (‘verbatim’) in this
section. 183 comments were put forward by 134 respondents and the chart below shows the number of
comments within each group.

Support of Main Street Upgrade

29

Traffic access and safety

27

Stormwater drainage

24

Business frontages and diversity

13

Footpaths and pedestrian crossings

8

Car parking

8

General comments

7

Trees and landscaping

7

Sheedy Road

8

Street lighting

7

Road condition and materials

5

Better public transport

5

Development of vacant block(s)

5

Extended project scope

4

Post Office and local deliveries

4

Dog park
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3

Markets

2

Road width

2

Telecommunications

2

Street art

2

Virginia Institute

2

Disabled access

1

Community facilities

1

Gawler Road

1

Clean Virginia

1

Public toilets

1

Buckland Road

1

Entry statement

1

Open space

1

Smoke free zone

1
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SUPPORT OF MAIN STREET UPGRADE
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Long overdue (x2 respondents).
Can’t wait for the works to start.
Don’t take forever to actually do it!
Don’t waste our money on frills. Spend it on
important things and if there’s anything left
then put up art etc.
Have lived in Virginia more than 60 years.
It would be nice to see the Main Street
upgraded and that we are not forgotten.
I hope this project is going to be something
the council commits to! As a local I want to
enjoy living in Virginia and feel proud not
disappointed that I have no local amenities or
a street that is very run down.
I think this will be great for Virginia
community and reinvigorate the town. The
Virginia Hotel has been a great start.
I want Virginia to be the next Mawson Lakes.
I can see Virginia blowing up to be the next
Gawler and we need an upgrade in order for
this to happen.
Allow for future expansion of the following:
stormwater, cycling paths, street lights, smart
poles and smart benches .
I would really like to see the main street
upgraded, it is really in need. I have lived
in Virginia for 38 years and nothing has
improved. With all the new homes going up it
could do with a lot of improvement as there
are so many young families. My children
are grown up and married and would have
stayed in Virginia if it had more facilities
for young families and transport. A better
supermarket would be good in town also.
If the Main Street is improved it needs to be
maintained, not just improved and then left
and neglected as in the past.
It’s been a long time coming!
It’s good to see some progression :-) from
council.
Its time to upgrade, there’s no doubt about
it. I have moved away from Virginia because
it just doesn’t have a nice ambience. Since
there are so many new houses being built, it
would look nice for the town centre to match
it, just like Playford Alive or Blakes Crossing.

• Just do something. Perhaps taking a leaf
from the V hotel construction and decor
(mural).
• Looks tacky, unclean, not at all inviting to
public or tourists.
• Modernise. Subdivision open to all areas Angle Vale Road cross to Gawler Road.
• Needs a face lift but please don’t lose the
‘small country town’ feel that makes it stand
out from the neighbouring suburbs.
• Needs the upgrade, especially with all the
new houses popping up.
• Needs to look more inviting and clean.
• The Main Street should be upgraded at the
same time as the new developments are
coming up in Virginia. It really needs to catch
up with the rest of the town.
• This is a good thing that you’re doing for
Virginia.
• This is much needed.
• This needs to be done. A fresh new look will
help the town grow and showcase what’s on
offer in Virginia.
• Virginia is coincided as part of Adelaide. It still
has the country mentally. Eventually, there
will be more housing estates in the very near
future. I feel that Virginia needs a shake-up
and modernisation.
• Virginia is growing and expanding so fast
with new developments - it makes sense to
update the Main Street at the same time.
• It would be great to see more families using
the area, make the area attractive, provide
some new spaces for growth, families and
more people will use the area which will
create growth and new businesses to the
area, making a win win situation for all.

TRAFFIC ACCESS AND SAFETY
• A drive through is needed behind the post
office building to allow access to the north
pot hole car park (opposite pub) from Brady
Road. With cars parked on the street and in
front of the post office it’s very hard to access
the intersection safely. (Try it yourself a few
times).
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• As the Main Street of Virginia is the main
road through town, traffic must be able to
flow freely from north and south without
too many restrictions given the amount of
traffic through the town every day. As the
town and its businesses serves the needs of
the surrounding districts of Virginia and not
just local residents and any visitors to the
town given the safety aspect is as important
as the look of the street. My suggestions
for changes for safety and looks include two
speed mounds to be installed to slow traffic
down, one at the north end just south of
Gawler Road entrance and one just north
of Penfield Road entrance. Stop signs and
line markings at the entrances from Gawler
Road, Park Road, Brady Street, Sheedy Road
and Penfield Road. Load limit of five tonne
put on Brady Street to stop semi-trailers
from entering. Cycling paths and bicycle
parking in the Main Street are not needed.
Upgrade of footpath paving in main street
all the way down to entrance to oval. Some
street parking must be retained for larger
vehicles. Removal of existing trees in main
street at minimum cost to budget and replant
of some evergreens. It should also be mindful
that if something happens on Port Wakefield
Road and the highway is closed, the traffic
is diverted through Virginia including heavy
vehicles. Virginia is a rural and horticultural
district and the township must retain its rural
identity and not an urban one.
• Better traffic conditions, maybe mini
roundabout at Park Road/Main Street and
also Penfield Road/Main Street. No parking
in front of Bendigo Bank (2-3 car spaces
back). As Virginia is getting busier needs to
be safer for pedestrians and better traffic
conditions.
• Driver safety is a major issue at the Sheedy
Road/ Penfield Road intersection. It is an
accident waiting to happen.
• Driving in and out of the Woolies car park the
Bottle trees blocks the view of the right side.
Coming out of Woolies you have to drive on
the middle of the road to see the oncoming
cars to cross. Rip them out ASAP.
• Good parking and access to shops. Well
signed directions to facilities available - town
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•

map installed. Level roads and footpaths with
nonslip surface.
Line up the intersection of Sheedy Road and
Penfield Road.
Make it safe for vehicles and pedestrians.
My biggest concern is the traffic
management of Sheedy/Penfield and Park/
Brady Street junctions as drivers don’t seem
to understand (or care) about right of way
or be able to see oncoming traffic, especially
considering the increasing population
residentially and of the school on Park Road.
I suggest roundabouts to cheaply manage
the traffic.
My biggest concern is the traffic movement
on the Main Street. With all the new housing
the Penfield/Sheedy Road intersection has
become quite hazardous. There is enough
room for a roundabout to help move traffic.
Needs clear speed limit on passing.
Penfield, Sheedy and Old Port Wakefield
Roads.
Please review and include a roundabout and
all of the Main Street.
Roundabout at Sheedy, Penfield and Old
Port Wakefield Road
Sheedy Road requires upgrading and supple/
Bevan road
Simplify the way from and to the next
shopping centre (e.g. Elizabeth shopping)
Improve link to other shopping centre.
Taking off all the side islands of the road.
They cause lots of congestion especially
when motorists try to turn right. The other
cars have no room to pass.
The intersection of Sheedy Road and
Penfield Road is a nightmare for motorists as
busy times often causing confusion with who
has right of way.
Virginia is just getting bigger and the roads
are not coping.
Penfield/Sheedy intersection needs looking
at.
No traffic lights!
The intersection at Old Port Wakefield road,
Sheedy Road and Penfield Road is a hazard.
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• There are far more important things to fix
in the area than the Main Street of Virginia.
There are many accidents at the corner of
Old Port Wakefield Road and Port Wakefield
Road. One of the main causes is the lack of a
slip road for vehicles joining the road in both
directions.
• Upgrade major intersection of Old Port
Wakefield, Sheedy Road and Penfield Road.
A roundabout would be awesome here and
there is plenty of council land that could help
make this a lovely centre point from Virginia
to Elizabeth/Salisbury. Needs to be big
enough for trucks and road trains but nice
enough for cars.
• Improve traffic movements - better car
parking along main street - get started quick.
• Lower speed limits through designated area.

•

•

•

STORMWATER DRAINAGE
• Drainage has to be rectified above all else.
• Drainage is a huge problem. Needs to be
put in action to prevent flooding up to new
developments.
• Drainage so people especially the elderly
can cross without getting wet at the risk of
slipping.
• Fix little issues that matter like drains road
hazard.
• FIX THE DRAINAGE!
• Fixing the drainage and removing standing
water should be a safety priority on all of Old
Port Wakefield Road.
• I feel the most important upgrade is needed
either side of township to improve Old Port
Wakefield Road to allow water to drain away
instead of pooling over the road.
• Keep drainage a priority.
• Old Port Wakefield Road south of town needs
stormwater upgrade urgently.
• Open drains fixed at northern end.
• Roads leading to the town are flooded during
rain.
• The street always floods.
• The upgrade should start from Port
Wakefield Road turning into Old Port
Wakefield Road. Problem with flooding is

•

•

•

on this road end not in the main street. If an
upgrade is to be done it should start from the
beginning (flooding occurs before Penfield
Road).
There are far more important things to fix
in the area than the Main Street of Virginia
including - Penfield Road floods every time
it rains. How about digging some drainage
ditch down the sides and stop farmers
dumping the water off their roofs onto it (and
then there is the fact that Old Port Wakefield
Road floods every time it rains as well).
Virginia needs stormwater drainage system.
Water overflowing on Port Wakefield Road
is very dangerous. This problem has been
going on for years. I believe Playford council
is spending their money in Elizabeth and
Munno Para.
While I applaud Playford for finally doing
something (I’ve lived in the area 29 years) the
more pressing issue for this area is drainage!
You can do what you like to improve the
main street but surrounding roads, Old Port
Wakefield and Penfield Roads continue
to flood as well as the surrounding roads.
PC are making and spending squillions
on the new subdivisions while we are still
suffering. We are the poor relation of
Playford City Council. It’s time you reined in
some spending elsewhere. I’m well aware
my comments won’t make any difference
but people/residents are getting sick of
no representation for our area or its real
problems.
Yes. Need an urgent upgrade. Is opposite
the child care centre, 300 metres on the left
hand side. There is a dangerous part of Old
Port Wakefield Road that needs URGENT
attention because every time it rains it floods
on either side of the road and we need to be
careful as there is always oncoming traffic
to avoid. I have lived here and it continues
to flood. Please repair as also many cars,
trucks, caravans etc travel constantly on that
road.
You need to look down the start of the street
and look and improve the road with its
stormwater.
We just need you to look at water overflow.
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• Clean the whole of Old Port Wakefield Road.
We need better drainage along the entire
length of that road, not only area that is
stipulated.
• Poor drainage, a real eyesore to anybody
passing through.
• Stormwater drainage is very important.
• Upgrade stormwater/footpaths .
• Stormwater drainage in Main Street
addressed.

BUSINESS FRONTAGES AND DIVERSITY
• Businesses need to be cleaner
• Improve the look of the shop fronts on the
Main Street
• Need more food outlets, cafes.
• New cafe or coffee shop (encourage)
• Shopping centre is an eyesore. We need a
bakery or deli here. Fish and chip shop would
be nice.
• Subway would be nice
• The owners of property on Old Port
Wakefield Road north and south of the
town centre need to do something about
the appearance of their properties. Dead,
unused hot houses and piles of rubbish is
hardly a good look. Give them a good shake
up because they need it! A faded, distressed
sign from the 1980s wanting footballers needs
to go or upgrade.
• We need to keep the old buildings. No more
demolishing. Need to keep the country feel.
• Upgrade of shopping centre should also be
considered in the short term.
• Virginia shopping centre needs updating to
clean, modern vibrant. The current condition
very old, outdated, filthy, drab, un-welcoming
space. It’s an embarrassment to Virginia
Grove Estate.
• We need a home-cooked bakery (country
feel) The centre needs a face lift as well.
Woolies and shops are so outdated, or build
new shops .
• Extended shopping centre and variety of
shops.
• Would like to see an upgraded facade to
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shops along the Main Street

FOOTPATHS AND PEDESTRIAN
CROSSINGS
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Footpaths is very important.
Having good, safe walking paths.
Improve crossings.
Need to have nice footpaths all the way up to
Virginia Grove.
Making it more walkable would improve the
number of people spending time there rather
than drive in/drive out.
Would like more footpaths and keep council
rates down as they are too high.
Good footpaths through designated area
Repave and a pedestrian crossing with lights
We need safe footpaths.

CAR PARKING
• No truck parking in Main Street blocks the
view when coming out of the corner bank/
hotel.
• No truck parking in the main street, blocks
the view when coming from school or back of
supermarket, corner bank/hotel.
• Off-street parking would be attractive to
commuters if covered e.g. Elizabeth City
Centre
• The post office car park is an eyesore. It
should be upgraded with a proper car park,
trees for shade and maybe a few benches for
the older residents, and more lighting.
• Improve parking.
• No parking in front of post office hazard.
• Roadside and off-road parking needs urgent
upgrading and ongoing attention starting
now.
• Side street parking signage and appearance
of parking lines.

GENERAL COMMENTS
• Angle Vale first for a change instead of the
millions of dollars spent on Peachey Road.
• Don’t turn our little town feel into a big town.
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• Good luck selling the upgrade to the older
farming community.
• I am very cross to have a business man leave
his utility advertising on corner Sheedy Road
and Port Wakefield Road. People coming out
of shopping centre cannot see traffic coming
on left from Adelaide. Accident waiting to
happen. Children getting off school bus as
well.
• Stop doing what you want in Virginia - like
club rooms, tennis courts. Ask for other
options
• There are other business other than Lanser
to be considered.
• Virginia is the bowl of vegetables.

•

•

•

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• Bottle trees to be saved and relocated if they
do need to be sacrificed in the upgrade.
• Community garden.
• Keep the bottle trees, the one thing that
makes Virginia special. If not, they should
be placed in an area for all to see. Have
extra space around trees so that they can be
watered by rain.
• Remove existing trees .
• Trees to be removed as a priority.
• Increased tree canopy cover.
• Remove old plants which are destroying
footpaths and plant new modern plants.

SHEEDY ROAD
• Also it’s not only the main street. What about
Sheedy Road to Port Wakefield Road and we
also need at least another road into the lakes
area. Too much traffic along Sheedy Road.
Also the terrible houses on O’Loughlin Road they are third world.
• Fix Sheedy Road - needs footpath on both
sides, resurface at end of the road so you can
drive onto the highway - currently dirt!
• Sheedy Road needs better footpaths and
wider road.
• Sheedy Road requires resealing, permanent
stormwater drains, improved street lights,
raised elevated footpaths, bicycle lane, and

•

speed and safety signs, due to new Virginia
Grove Estate. Significant increase in traffic
and school children, current situation is
unsafe and dangerous to all pedestrians.
I have lived in the area for 10 years and with
community growing more work needs to be
done. O’Loughlin Road / Odgers Road need
footpaths. Sheedy Road needs to wide and
lighting. Pay a lot in council rates - SPEND
SOME MONEY ON US.
Regarding Sheedy Road - this should be a
priority to make walkable. The footpath is at
road level and very narrow. Sometimes cars
drive on it and it feels very unsafe.
Include Sheedy road footpath in the upgrade.
The amount of traffic/ trucks using this road
now due to the Lanser housing development
is making the road very busy. With the
current condition of the footpath it is very
dangerous.
Seal the end of Sheedy Road and Supple
Road leading to Port Wakefield Road. That is
used far more than the other side of Supple
Road yet it is sealed and this side isn’t.

STREET LIGHTING
• Better lighting please.
• Improve all street lights on Old Port
Wakefield Road, poor visibility by night and
relocate all power cables under ground.
• Street lighting is a priority.
• Lighting is very important.
• More lighting.
• No adequate street lighting, which makes
them very dangerous at night time.
• Good lighting for night safety.

ROAD CONDITION AND MATERIALS
• Look how other councils are using heat
mapping. The use of cooler bitumen (Charles
Sturt currently trialling).
• Most important is spoon drain on corner of
Old Port Wakefield Road and Gawler Road.
This must be improved - trucks bottom out,
produce is lost.
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• The approach to main street from Womma
Road could do with a good clean up
• Wish to propose sealing the road between
the top and of Sheedy Road and Port
Wakefield access for Virginia Grove residents
without 4x4s.
• The roads are full of potholes.

BETTER PUBLIC TRANSPORT
• Bus stop waiting area, with bench and
shelter.
• Yes, it’s time to bring back our train service.
We don’t have any public transport. Why is
it when Virginia had a smaller population we
had a train with a train conductor. Now we
have grown even bigger and no transport!
Work that one out.
• Bus stop should have shelter.
• Personally, I would like to use public transport
on a regular basis so I would be able to save
on petrol and the environment. I feel envious
of other city council areas that have regular
transport to larger shopping complexes or to
railway station’s.
• Public transport to major train stations build a train station.

DEVELOPMENT OF VACANT BLOCK(S)
• Clean it up use the dead spaces and open it
up.
• Something needs to be done about the block
on the corner of Sheedy Road and Old Port
Wakefield Road (e.g. ugly fence around it, full
of long grass and always water leaking out of
it over the footpath.
• Something to be done with the big vacant
dirt patch in front of the V pub (wasted
space). Basketball/tennis court next to post
office - utilise that space available if not
owned by someone.
• The parking area on the northern side of
the post office and dentist that is privately
owned and used by the public and visitors
as well as heavy vehicles and large cranes
for maintenance work on the mobile phone
tower should remain as is and maintained by
the council as an act of courtesy for the rate
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payers of the district.
• Better use of space next to post office and
next to Virginia pub.

EXTENDED PROJECT SCOPE
• I think the upgrade should extend from Port
Wakefield Highway to Angle Vale Road, have
good drainage, street lighting and walking
paths all the way , plus bicycle lanes. This
will save expansion at later date!
• In time would like to upgrade the extent to
Mitre 10 store.
• Not only is the Virginia main street in need of
overdue upgrading, but also Gawler Road,
Robert Road and Baker Road and a few
others are a total disgrace to our town. We
Virginia residents pay the highest council
rates yet spend our money to pretty up
Munno Para and Elizabeth!
• The upgrade should start from Angle Vale
Road all the way to the highway not just the
proposed bit. You never upgrade anything in
Virginia so why not do this properly now.

POST OFFICE AND LOCAL DELIVERIES
• As a recent retiree we have needs as well.
We need a postman.
• I hope that all the mails come through
directly in our place. Hopefully we can have
our own mailbox in our house, so we don’t
bother to go to post office all the time. Thank
you
• Move the Post office for it to be easily
accessible with proper parking
• Upgrade post office - Chris does a fantastic
job but can’t keep working in such a small
place.

DOG PARK
• A dog park would be great.
• A dog park would be ideal!
• We need a dog park in Virginia! Have a look
at the Roy Marten dog parks at Taperoo.
That’s the best dog park/playground. We
drive all that way just for that.
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MARKETS
• A farmers market would be great.
• It would be nice to have a space where a
Saturday or Sunday market could be held
where local produce and crafts could be sold.
• Road width
• The road needs to be widened enough that
if a car breaks down traffic can still flow i.e.
where you put the stormwater.
• The street is too narrow now. Future for
next 20 years needs to be met. The upgrade
needs to extend by 1km at least to the north
and 1km south. Provision and widening
should start from Port Wakefield Road now.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
• Would be nice to have wi-fi friendly areas.
• Yes, I think the telecommunications
infrastructure should be assessed and where
possible the post office, hotel and shops
should be upgraded to Fibre-to-Everything.
This would give more reliable phone, Internet
and allow the township to develop towards
a more modern town centre. It would be
a great time to do it, as the power lines are
being put underground, so why not use the
time to do the data cables to.

STREET ART
• Multicultural mural - various artists , different
cultures. Aboriginal, Italian, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Greek, Australian, Polish.
• Art work to make Virginia vibrant, new and
modern.

VIRGINIA INSTITUTE
• Virginia institute reserve. Stop water runoff from Penfield Road entering car park.
Installation of public toilet (round concrete
tank type), picnic table and seats, rubbish
bins and signage for visitors.
• Why upgrade Virginia Institute Park when its
been upgraded already.

DISABLED ACCESS
• Disability friendly

COMMUNITY FACILITIES
• Local library with internet connection.

GAWLER ROAD
• Although not part of the main street upgrade
Gawler Road is a pathway for tourists. It is a
DISGRACE. It’s no good upgrading the main
street and having a DUMP next door. Council
take action!!

CLEAN VIRGINIA
• Council needs to improve its strategy of
keeping Virginia clean. Rubbish and plastic
on people’s properties is disgusting and
warrants action. This rubbish is ending up on
roads and fences. I lived in Virginia 60 years
and not seen the disgusting views that are in
surrounding areas. People who visit would
be shocked.

PUBLIC TOILETS
• Toilets and rest area.

BUCKLAND ROAD
• We have paid $50,000 of council rates over
19 years. All for nothing, just to constantly
be polluted by dust from Buckland Road.
We have no mains water - we rely only on
rainwater for drinking - our rainwater is
polluted. We need action from you.

ENTRY STATEMENT
• I think the entrance at Old Port Wakefield
road, turning off the Port Wakefield Highway,
should be improved making it more clear
that drivers are about to enter the township.
There is no sign on the highway pointing
to Virginia. Making it more appealing,
interesting and inviting will draw visitors to
the township.
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OPEN SPACE
• Please add more areas for hangout spots for
teens and people who like to exercise and
chill.

SMOKE FREE ZONE
• Old Port Wakefield Road must be smoke free
outside shopping centre is a disgrace.
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COMMUNITY
WORKSHOPS
APPROACH
Three 2 hour design workshops were conducted
on:
• Thursday 29 August at 6pm
• Saturday 31 August at 2pm
• Monday 2 September at 9am.

raised pedestrian crossing etc) that the
community could comment on whether they
liked or didn’t like it.
The outputs are detailed on the following pages.

The sessions offered a choice of morning,
afternoon and evening, as well as weekday and
weekend. The scope and approach to all three
workshops was the same.
The workshops focussed on the design of the
street in a fun and interactive way, as well as
sought community opinions on various street
elements through visual images.
Both WAX and Intermethod staff were present
at the workshops.
33 people attended all three workshops,
including the three Ward 1 Councillors.
The outputs from the workshop included:
• the identification of a number of key issues
and ideas for the main street upgrade
• a prioritisation of a number of street
elements (such as, tree type, central median,
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KEY ISSUES AND IDEAS FOR THE STREET DESIGN

1. SHEEDY ROAD INTERSECTION
• Sheedy Road intersection is a pinch point
created by people exiting Woolworths and
Virginia Grove.
• Need to consider future intersection safety
and access requirements.
• Large truck movements.
• No distinction between road and service
station.
• Review sight lines - no standing, improve
right turn to Penfield Road.

2. INSTITUTE PARK
• Playground integration with water play to tell
agricultural history of Virginia.
• Complete kerbing to edge of open space
• Farmers Market.
• Improvements to play space, toilets, BBQ,
parking and drainage.
• Increase public amenities in park.
• Recognise names on memorial trees
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• Potential relocation of parking (including RV).
• Adjust fencing to maximise public space.

3. ON STREET PARKING
• Large vehicle parking is important (short
term).
• Maintain car parks.
• Opportunity to increase disability parking.

4. MAIN STREET REDEVELOPMENT
• Consider future design opportunities and
existing conditions.

5. NEW DEVELOPMENT
• Possible future development site for the town
centre.

6. PARK ROAD, BRADY STREET AND MAIN
STREET INTERSECTION
• Blind corner, difficult to cross as a pedestrian
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and navigate in a car.
• Improve pedestrian crossing points.
• People cross between bank and post office.
• Slow traffic down to 40 km/h.

7. PARK ROAD PARKING
• Disability parking important (is it in the right
location?).
• Potential for an on-street loading bay.

8. INSTITUTE FRONTAGE
• Drainage an issue. Ponding out to 1.5m from
kerb.
• Maintain disability parking.

9. EXISTING PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
• Replace with a raised pedestrian crossing.
• Improve landscape amenity.
• Improve crossing and traffic flow.

10. WOOLWORTHS CAR PARK
• Blind spot when exiting due to parked cars on
road.
• Informal crossing node from large car park to
Institute Building.

11. VIRGINIA ENTRANCES
• Entry statement reusing the bottle trees with
signage.
• Entry statement and paved speed hump to
slow approaching cars to 40 km/h.

12. VACANT LAND, CORNER SHEEDY &
OLD PORT WAKEFIELD
• Area has water ponding and is unsightly.

13. VIRGINIA OVAL
• Entrance to oval too small, needs to be
reviewed.
• Require footpath connections to oval.

OTHER COMMENTS
• Create a destination and link people to the
town.
• Better connectivity by bike/walking.
• Open air market for local growers.
• Street lighting critical (is solar effective?).
• Footpath connections to Virginia Grove critical.
• Truck parking and quality of Virginia as a
country town.
• Bring landscape into street.
• Require public toilets accessible 24 hours.
• Introduce historical references e.g. World War
1 and 2.
• Wi-fi hub/cafe to attract younger generation
to the area.
• Traffic issues on Sophia Street around
Woolworths loading dock area.
• Charging station for electric vehicles.
• No exposed aggregate.
• Sense of destination.
• Opportunity for passive rain gardens to assist
stormwater.
• Improve lighting to main street.
• Opportunity for playground.
• Provide generous 3 metre wide footpaths.
• Drainage and issues crossing puddles after
rain events.
• Drainage issues with limited infrastructure.
• Improve landscape seating and garden areas
along street length.
• Additional seating to street.
• Places to sit and rest.
• Give way vs stop signs?
• Diversity in shops/retail offerings.
• Right turn entry into pub from north.
• Consistent paving.
• Remove Bottle trees.
• Lights and banner poles.
• Roundabouts or stop signs at problem
intersections.
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STREET ELEMENTS PRIORITISATION
FLOWERING STREET TREES

36%

64%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Would be nice. Would bring the area alive

Comments against
• Too messy
• No deciduous trees. Ever greens are
preferred
• Flowering would not suit the street
• Will drop too much on the ground

NATIVE STREET TREES
11%

89%

Like
Dislike

Comments against
•
•
•
•
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Gums drop stuff all year round
Palm trees would be much better
Not gum trees - too dangerous
Do not want any trees. Would prefer shrubs
in planters
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PLANTED CENTRAL MEDIAN

38%
63%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Will help people to cross
• Median is better than build outs
• Narrow median with landscaping would be
appropriate
• Good to slow people down
• Will improve accessibility for crossings

Comments against
• Not necessary. People don’t use the street.
Doesn’t need to be pretty
• Street not wide enough for a median
• No space and parking is more important
• Flowering would not suit the street
• Will drop too much on the ground

STREET SEATS
11%

89%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Comfortable seats with backs
• Consider smart benches that provide phone
charging, wi-fi etc
• Seats need to be disability compliant
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STREET SEATING WITH INTEGRATED LANDSCAPING

30%

70%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
•
•
•
•

Adds more life/colour to the street
Landscaping is good, but chairs need backs
Like the top picture
Landscaped seats most appropriate

Comments against
• Will not work in Virginia. Will not be looked
after well
• Upkeep will be difficult. Open to vandalism
• Messy
• The road is not wide enough for this

UNIQUE ON-STREET SEATING

38%
63%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Memorial seating - so that families can invest
• Simplicity of these are fantastic. Easy to clean

Comments against
•
•
•
•
•
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Too modern
Metal too hot in summer
No back on seat reduces comfort
Does not suit Virginia
Not suitable along the street. Will take up too
much room
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BRICK OR CONCRETE PAVING
10%

90%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Large pavers
• Accessible for wheel chairs and smooth

Comments against
• Smooth clean tiles are preferred
• You will always have to replace pavers

BITUMEN PAVING WITH STONE AND BRASS STRIPS

33%

67%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Prefer bitumen. Flat surface is better for
people with mobility impairments
• Could consider sponsor strips (add people’s
names from the community)
• Bitumen will be better as it will be cleaner.
Cigarette butts will not get stuck

Comments against
• Would prefer cement of any kind. Pavers are
a tripping hazard
• Will crack
• No bitumen - too harsh
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ROAD PAVEMENT ART

38%
62%

Like
Dislike

Comments against

Comments in support
• Any art needs to be relevant to the area and
its history
• Opportunity for Indigenous or community
artwork
• Like colour
• Get school kids involved in the design

•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not like the look
Not necessary
A road is a road
Not the main road
No need for these. Waste of time
We just need footpaths to walk on. Nothing
fancy
• Too flamboyant, but may work north of
Sheedy Road intersection
• Will not be respected and likely to be
vandalised

LANDSCAPED BUILD OUTS INTO ROAD
21%

79%

Like
Dislike

Comments against
• Too suburban
• Do not restrict road. Keep kerbside for
parking
• This will be an obstruction
• Not enough street space
• Poor visibility and unsafe with children
encouraged to run across the road
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TREE PITS EXTENDING INTO THE ROAD

47%

53%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
• Provides a good shaded parking option
• Need to achieve maximum greening

Comments against
• Restricts truck parking
• No one will look after them
• Do not like the loss of car parking and reduced
visibility
• We need as much parking as possible
• No impact on the road is wanted
• Median is preferred

RAISED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
0%

100%

Comments in support

Like
Dislike

•
•
•
•
•
•

We need a signalised pedestrian crossing
Need to slow people down
Wombat or zebra crossing with flashing lights
Good idea
Definitely safer for pedestrians
Post Office to the bank is the busiest crossing
point.
• Join the Pharmacy / Doctor’s Surgery and
shopping centre with a pedestrian crossing point
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TEMPORARY PARKLETS

46%

54%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support
•
•
•
•

Good around cafes
Good to test out
Also consider a market
Good idea to create safe mingling space

Comments against
• Leave the road to be a road
• No reason to sit and stay

PUBLIC ART
21%

79%

Like
Dislike

Comments in support

Comments against
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• Art is a distraction, especially when driving
heavy vehicles and farming equipment
• Art is a waste of money
• Virginia does not need art. We need the
basics only.
• Rather the money was spent on extending
the footpaths

• Highlight agricultural aspect
• Like the use of farming in art
• Creative planter boxes reflecting agriculture
theme
• Interactive art + kids play
• Indigenous recognition
• Lets give artists a go
• Entry arch, like in Barossa
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SUMMARY OF ALL STREET ELEMENTS PRIORITISATION
A summary of the proportion of people who liked or disliked each of the street elements that were on
display at the community workshops, and shown above, is provided below.

Raised pedestrian crossing
Brick or concrete footpath pavers
Native street trees
Simple wooden benches
Public art
Seating with integrated landscaping
Bitumen paving with stone strips
Planted street median
Temporary Parklets
Tree pits extending into the road
Road pavement art
Unique on-street seating
Flowering street trees
Landscaping build outs into road

100%
90% 10%
89%

11%

89% 11%
79%
70%
67%
63%

21%

Like

53%

47%

38%

63%

36%

38%

46%

62%

30%
33%

54%
38%

21%

64%

79%

Dislike
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VIRGINIA PRIMARY
SCHOOL WORKSHOP
APPROACH
On 4 September 2019 two members of the
project team facilitated a workshop with student
representatives (mixed classes) of Virginia
Primary School. The workshop duration was
one hour. Total of 21 students participated.
At the beginning of the workshop students were
asked ‘What would make Virginia great?’ Verbal
comments were written on the white board
and were then discussed in a group. This brief
10-minute exercise was used as an idea starter,
before students were encouraged to consider
more complex design tasks.
Students were then given two tasks: to develop
ideas for Institute Park open space and to
develop ideas for an entry treatment to Virginia.
Students had many pens, pencils, crayons and
texters to choose from to express their ideas
in colours and drawings. Some chose to draw/
sketch design ideas, while others put together
word maps. These responses are included later
in this report section.
This short session generated a versatile and
idea-rich feedback for the project team.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR
VIRGINIA MAIN STREET
The students were asked:

‘What would make Virginia Main
Street great?’
49 comments were put forward by the 19
students and the chart below shows the number
of comments within each group.
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Better local activities and attractions

14

Traffic access and safety

5

Trees and landscaping

5

Footpaths and pedestrian crossings

3

Parks and park facilities

3

Seating

3

Bike lanes

2

Business diversity

2

Lighting

2

Public transport

2

Street aesthetics

2

Car parking

1

Community facilities

1

Police station

1

Public toilets

1

Stormwater

1

Street art

1

BETTER LOCAL ACTIVITIES AND
ATTRACTIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball court.
Bee farm.
Butterfly garden.
Children’s activities, like Skate Park where the
old pub used to be located.
Children’s disco once a fortnight.
Community swimming pool.
Kid entertainment area.
Museum.
Pony club so we can ride horses
Safer crossing points.
Tourist attractions.
Wildlife park next to Woolworths. Bring
animals there.
Space for celebrations and attractions
Outdoor movie nights at Institute building

TRAFFIC ACCESS AND SAFETY
•
•
•
•

Gates to the oval are too narrow.
More space for cars? Do people walk here.
Slow down cars.
Traffic lights at intersection or roundabout.

• Woolworths car park entry safer for traffic.

TREES AND LANDSCAPING
• Bottle trees replaced by tall thin trees that
provide shade and shelter.
• Colour through shrubs/landscaping.
• Colourful rainbow flowers.
• More landscaping in front of V Hotel.
• Community garden.

FOOTPATHS AND PEDESTRIAN
CROSSINGS
• Create footpaths on all streets in the area.
• Rainbow footpaths.
• Wider footpaths for prams.

SEATING
• In front of Woolworths install chairs.
• Park with seats
• Creative benches with art in them (e.g.
Australian animals).

87

VIRGINIA MAIN STREET UPGRADE: ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

PARKS AND PARK FACILITIES
• Bird baths.
• Dog park.
• Drinking fountains.

BIKE LANES
• Bike paths along the street
• By the school oval install bike trails.

BUSINESS DIVERSITY
• Kid friendly outdoor dining.
• More food shops and coffee shops.

STREET AESTHETICS
• Clean up area.
• Clean up/mow grass for the land parcels
along Sheedy Road.

LIGHTING
• Lanterns.
• Street lights and pretty light features (e.g.
disco / rainbow lights).

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
• More buses to school and destinations close
by.
• Uber.

POLICE STATION
• Need a police station as it feels unsafe.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES
• Require a local library (Two Wells is the
closest).

CAR PARKING
• More car parking at Doctor’s surgery.

PUBLIC TOILETS
• In front of Woolworths install public toilets.

STORMWATER
• Drainage to solve flooding.

STREET ART
• Street art or artefacts.
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OPEN SPACE IDEAS
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ENTRANCE TREATMENT IDEAS
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Intermethod thanks the community of Virginia
who contributed their time and ideas during
this engagement process. We sincerely hope
that this engagement feedback will result in
exciting new street improvements that will
make Virginia a more vibrant and successful
place.
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